
 learning how to guess amounts – more than … less than …

Guess how many sweets 
are in the jar.
Are there more than ……?

Are there less than ……?

Show your child amounts of things: eg. this what 3 of this looks like …  
this is what 5 of this looks like …  this is what 10 of this looks like …



 learning how to find and make repeating patterns

Make a repeating pattern with 
2 or 3 different shapes or 
objects.



 recognising numbers and making repeating patterns with 
numbers

Make a repeating pattern with 
2 or 3 different numbers.

1 2 1 2 1 2 1
2 3 4 2 3 4 2

5 6 7 5 6 7 5

get your child to 
say the numbers 
out loud as they 

order them



Count the objects 
in each hoop. 

Which has more?  
Which has less?

 counting and comparing different amounts

Are there more spoons 
than cups?

Do this with 
different 
objects at home



 recognising and saying numerals wherever they are 
seen

Find the numbers.    
Say the numbers.



 counting and sorting

Find the hidden things in the sand 
tray.  Sort them into colours.        
Count how many of each colour.



 using nursery rhymes to count forwards and backwards

Dress the teddies.  Count how many 
things you put on the teddies.  Sit 
the teddies in a row and sing to the 
tune of 10 Green Bottles…            
(5 big teddies, sitting in a row…)                               

at each verse count each 
teddy carefully, pointing 
to each teddy for one 
count



Have objects or 
pictures in a bag that 
represent a counting 
rhyme.  Take an 
object/picture out of 
the bag and sing the 
rhyme, using fingers 
and actions to help 
count.

 using nursery rhymes to count backwards



 using nursery rhymes to count backwards

Have 5 or 10 dolls or bears in bed 
and sing: There are five/ten in the 
bed and the little one said, Roll 
Over, Roll Over …



 counting on forwards and adding one more

Count 5 to 10 candles onto a 
cake; add one more.        
How many now? 



 counting and taking one away – one less

Put 5 to 10 cars in a garage –
or toys in a box.                       
Take one away.                      
How many are left?



 comparing size – large, larger, largest                          
small, smaller, smallest

Order objects or toys into 
size small to large.



 reinforcing number order – counting backwards 

Start at 5 or 10 and play count 
backwards by throwing a dice or 
picking numbers from a bag and 
counting that number back.



Have objects or 
pictures in a bag that 
represent a counting 
rhyme.  Take an 
object/picture out of 
the bag and sing the 
rhyme, using fingers 
and actions to help 
count.

 using nursery rhymes to count forwards



 reinforcing listening and counting skills

Play ‘Echo’ (copy me):             
clapping, drumming, stamping 
out a number



 identifying numbers all around

Play ‘I-spy with my little eye…’              
in your room at home.                                    
Look for objects of 2 or more



 reinforcing counting and comparing amounts

Sort things from cupboards 
into how many of each?
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 counting and recognising numbers

Play a game of Snakes and Ladders –
use one dice                        
Then play using 2 dice and add the 
amounts to move



 identifying and recognising numbers

1

5

24

3

10

98

7 6

Choose a number on the target and 
shoot it with a water pistol or spray 
bottle



1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
Once I caught a fish alive

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
Once I caught a fish alive,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Then I let it go again,
Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so,
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on my right.



Peter Hammers

Peter hammers with 1 hammer, 1 hammer, 1 hammer,
Peter hammers with 1 hammer,
All day long,
Peter hammers with 2 hammers, 2 hammers, 2 hammers,
Peter hammers with 2 hammers,
All day long,

(Repeat with 3 hammers, 4 hammers, 5 hammers)
1 hammer = bang 1 hand
2 hammers = bang 2 hands
3 hammers = hands + 1 leg
4 hammers = hands + 2 legs
5 hammers = hands, legs + head nod



1 Potato, 2 Potato

1 potato, 
2 potato, 
3 potato, 4,
5 potato, 
6 potato, 
7 potato more



1, 2, Buckle my Shoe

1, 2, buckle my shoe,
3, 4, knock at the door,
5, 6, pick up sticks,
7, 8, lay them straight,
9, 10, a great big hen



5 little speckled frogs

5 little speckled frogs, 
Sit on a speckled log,
Eating some most delicious flies, 
Yum! Yum!
1 jumped into a pool,
Where it was nice and cool,
Then there were 4 little speckled frogs,
Glub! Glub!

( Repeat, counting down by 1 each time)



10 Fat Sausages

10 fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
1 went POP! and the other went BANG!
8 fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
1 went POP! And the other went BANG!
6 fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
1 went POP! and the other went BANG!
4 fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
1 went POP! And the other went BANG!
2 fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
1 went POP! and the other went BANG!
No fat sausages sizzling in a pan,
None went POP! And none went BANG!



5 Little Ducks

Five little ducks went out one day
Over the hills and far away
Mama duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack,"
but only four little ducks came waddling back...

Repeat, counting down by one each time until ……

No little ducks went out one day
Over the hills and far away
Mama duck said, "Quack, quack, quack, quack,"
and all five ducks came waddling back.



10 Green Bottles

10 green bottles standing on a wall,
10 green bottles standing on a wall,
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall,
They’ll be 9 green bottles standing on a wall …

(Repeat, counting down by 1 each time until …

1 green bottle standing on a wall,
1 green bottle standing on a wall,
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall,
They’ll be no green bottles standing on a wall …



5 Currant Buns

5 currant buns in a baker’s shop,
Round and fat with a cherry on the top, 
Along came (use child’s name) with a penny one day,
Bought a currant bun and took it away.

(Repeat, counting down by one each time)


