
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kidbrooke Park Learning Centre 
Autumn 1 Newsletter 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
The children have returned to school this term with an eagerness and readiness to learn, which has been 
fantastic. Thank you again for your ongoing support. We ask all parents/carers to continue to work with us, 
especially at the start and end of the school day. Please be mindful and respectful of our local community 
when dropping off and collecting your child. 
 
We will be welcoming some new children to centre after the half term, as well as saying goodbye to some 
of our current cohort. We wish them all the best for the future and look forward to hearing how they settle 
into their new schools. We also say goodbye to Mr Lydon who will be leaving us at the end of this half term. 
I know that his class will miss him greatly but we wish him all the very best with his new and exciting future 
endeavours! 
 
From all the staff at KPLC, we hope that you have a restful half term and we look forward to seeing you 
back on Monday 1st October.      
                                                                                                                                              Miss Alexandra Connolly  
 
 
 Pupil Review Meetings 
 

Thank you for attending our virtual 
review meetings this half term. We 
will continue to carry out these 
meetings virtually wherever 
possible. 
 
Please ensure that you are aware of 
the date of your child’s next review 
meeting and that you have the link 
provided to you at hand. If you 
require any further support with 
accessing zoom, please speak to 
Miss Connolly or Miss Lucy.  
 

Contact Books 
 

Thank you to all parents and carers 
for regularly checking and using your 
child’s contact book.  This is an 
essential communication tool that 
needs to be brought into school 
every day.  Parents and carers can 
also write in the book about how 
behaviour has been at home – we 
love to hear about it! 

Attendance and Punctuality 
 

We are constantly monitoring attendance and punctuality since 
we know that these have a huge impact on children’s social and 
academic development.  
 
Please remember that, as a Learning Centre, we regularly keep 
in contact with your child’s ‘home school’ in relation to 
attendance.  We are not allowed to authorise any holidays during 
term time. Children should also not be taking time out of learning 
for dentist or other appointments unless this is unavoidable. If 
your child is unwell, please contact us as soon as possible. 
 
Drop off: 9:30 (School gates open at 9:25) 
Pick up: 3:00 (School gates open at 2:50) 
 

Packed Lunches 
 

KPLC encourages all families that packed lunches should be as 
nutritious and healthy as possible. Could we kindly ask that you 
provide your child with a healthy snack that they can eat during 
morning play if they are hungry.  
 
It is vital that due to allergies, no nuts  
or nut products should ever be sent in  
to school. 
 



Building Bridges (School Values) 
 

♦Resilience ♦Emotional Intelligence  ♦Collaboration  ♦Integrity  ♦Equality   ♦Respect 
 
Children at the centre have been learning about our new school values in PSHCE lessons, circle 
times and assemblies. The school values are intended to support the spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development of every child within the school. We hope that you and your families will 
help us to promote these values with you child at home and at school.   
 
This half term, children took part in a group collaboration task where they were set a challenge of 
working in pairs, using a selection of materials, to build a bridge that can hold an object. The 
children worked in a fun collaborative way, demonstrating excellent communication and listening 
skills, teamwork, patience and problem solving. We took the challenge ever further and tested 
their bridges to see how many dictionaries their bridge could hold before collapsing, with one 
team’s bridge holding 14 dictionaries!!   
 

  

 

Packed Lunches 
  

Kidbrooke Park Learning Centre encourages all families that 
packed lunches should be as nutritious and healthy as 
possible. Could we kindly ask that you provide your child 
with a healthy snack that they can eat during morning play 
if they are hungry.  
It is vital that due to allergies,  
no nuts or nut products should 
ever be sent in to school. 
 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
 
The Mental Health and Wellbeing of our students is incredibly important to all of us. As part of World 
Mental Health day (Sunday 11th October) and to recognise the importance of our mental health and 
show support of each other, the children and staff at KPLC took part in a Mental Health and Wellbeing 
day.  
 
We marked this day by holding a lesson on Mental Health and Wellbeing, completing mindfulness and 
meditation activities as well as fun story telling session which saw one of our classrooms transformed 
into a campsite with tents included!  
 

 



 

 

Thames Class – Mrs Hippolyte-Wells 

 
 
We have been reading the book ‘The Rainbow Bear’ 
by Michal Morpugo and learning about non-fiction 
texts and their features such as, contents, index and 
glossaries. We then watched the National 
Geographic channel to see close up the polar bear 
habitat of the ‘Arctic’ and how they hunt for food.  
To complete the unit, we made our own non-fiction 
book called ‘The World of Polar Bears.’ 
   
This term, we have focused on Place Value which is the basis of our number system. We learnt that the 
position of a digit in a number determines its value and used number lines to order and partition 
position numbers from smallest to biggest. We partitioned 2 digit and 3-digit numbers and solved word 
problems by focusing on mathematical vocabulary. 
 
In science we have been learning about seasonal changes and how this affects our choice of clothing. 
We looked at day and night and how the length of each varies according to the seasons. We compared 
the weather in the U.K to Australia as their seasons are not in the same order as the UK. We have a cold 
December and Christmas and in Australia it is their summer, so Christmas dinner is on the beach!  
 
 

This term we introduced the ‘Zones of Regulation’ and focused on 
strategies for the children in each zone. The children now understand 
the colours for each zone and show an awareness of managing their 
own feelings, when they are in class. We discussed how we 
communicate with our family and peers and read the book ‘Blue 
Kangaroo’ to support with our discussion. 

 
 

                                                                 
In Geography we discussed human and physical features and used simple observation skills to locate 
them. We explored the school grounds to help us with our observations and took some wonderful 
photos. We located continents and oceans using an atlas, maps, and Google Earth to discuss similarities 
and differences. 
     
 



 

 

                         Cutty Sark Class – Mr Lydon 
 

During the first half term of the year, Cutty Sark class have been reading and working on the novel 
‘Varjak Paw’ by SF Said.  A tale of a noble Mesopatamian Blue cat who ends up on the mean streets of 
the city fighting for his family’s survival.  Using the text, the class have been learning and implementing 
the features of writing a narrative piece from a different character’s perspective and writing a diary 
entry as the lead character Varjak.  They have come up with some wonderful, imaginative ideas and 
pieces of work, putting themselves in the role of a cat fighting for his survival! Along with Varjak Paw 
the class have been reading the rather comical escapades of the ‘The Fantastic Mr. Fox’ by Roald Dahl. 
 
In music, the children have been exploring body percussion and the noises we can make through simple 
actions, such as clapping, clicking, stamping etc, which when joined together can make a composition 
using body percussion.  They have also been experimenting with some percussion instruments such as, 
glockenspiels, tambourines, bongo’s drums and maracas. 
 
In our Religious Education lessons, we have been looking at the religion of Islam, especially focusing on 
the festival of Ramadan.  During Ramadan Muslim try and carry out 30 good deeds for the 30 days. Our 
class have created a good deed chain and for each link have written a good deed that they would like to 
carry out. Fingers crossed this shall help prompt some good deeds in class and at home!!! 
 
On a personal note, this is my last term at KPLC and the students in Cutty Sark have made it a very 
enjoyable one, I wish them all the best for the future, whether that be at KPLC or in a new school! 
 



 

 

Observatory Class – Miss Noyek 

 
We have had a wonderful start to the year. Our class has changed a little from the end of summer 
with some students moving on to new adventures but also welcoming some new faces. 
 
In science we have studied the topics of forces and electricity. Our forces lessons were packed full of 
fun experiments to investigate gravity, water resistance, air resistance and friction. We made and 
tested streamlined boats and parachutes. We also investigated the effect of different materials on 
friction by testing cars on various ramps. Our writing in English has focussed around The Highwayman 
poem by Alfred Noyes. We have had great enjoyment dressing up as the highwayman and acting out 
the events within the poem. Throughout the half term we have focussed on different perspectives 
and have written in role from both major and minor characters including a diary entries and an 
internal monologue. 
 
In maths we have developed our understanding of place value, rounding, prime squared and cubed 
numbers and multiplying or dividing by 10,100 or 1000. Our ICT skills have focussed on designing a 
website and looking at how they address their audience.  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

School Contact details:  
 
Kidbrooke Park Learning Centre 
Holburne Road 
SE3 8JG 
 
T: 0208 856 8315 option 2 (direct line)  
 
Email: kplc@kidbrookepark.greenwich.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
 
*Wednesday 1st September - Friday 22nd October 
Half Term – Monday 25th October – Friday 29th 

October 
 Monday 1st November – ****Thursday 16th 

December 
 

Spring Term 2022 
*****Tuesday 4th January – Friday 11th February 
Half Term – Monday 14th – Friday 18th February 

Monday 21st February – Friday 1st April 
 

Summer Term 2022 
 

Tuesday 19th April – Friday 27th May 
(May Day Bank Holiday will be taken on 2nd May) 
Half Term – Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 

Monday 6th June – Friday 22nd July 
 

 

INSET DAYS 

 

The school is closed to pupils on these days 

 

1. *Wednesday 1st September 2021 

2. **Thursday 2nd September 2021 

3. ***Friday 3rd September 2021 

4. **** Thursday 16th December 2021 

5. ****Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 

COVID -19 Guidance 
 
 If it is suspected your child has coronavirus or has 
had a positive test Do not send your child to their 
nursery or school if: 
 
 • they are showing one or more coronavirus 
(COVID19) symptoms 
 
 • they have had a positive test result  
 
• there are other reasons requiring them to stay at 
home, for example, they are required to 
quarantine  
 
• You should follow public health advice on when 
to self-isolate and what to do. 
 
 If your child has symptoms of Covid-19, the school 
can take the decision to refuse your child’s 
attendance, if in our reasonable judgement, it is 
necessary to protect other pupils and staff from 
possible infection with COVID-19. We would 
always request a PCR test is completed to keep 
everyone in our school community safe. Your 
understanding and cooperation with this matter is 
greatly appreciated.  
 
The table below highlights the differences in 
symptoms between Covid, colds and flu. 



ADHD Webinar for parents/carers 
 

 


