
Weekly English



Literacy week 
beginning 4th

May

Biographies



Useful websites for 
writing biographies.

• https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-biography-
and-autobiography

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articl
es/zgfhcj6

• https://www.literacywagoll.com/biographies.html

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-biography-and-autobiography
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zgfhcj6
https://www.literacywagoll.com/biographies.html


Monday

Find facts



Biographies 
are full of 
facts about 
peoples lives.

They tell us WHEN events happened, 
such as when they were born.

They tell us WHERE events happened, 
such as where they went to school.

They tell us WHAT events happened in 
their lives, such as what jobs they did.

They tell us WHO played important parts 
in their lives, such as who they married.



Here is the introductory paragraph from Jacqueline Wilson’s biography. Below,  I have sorted 
facts from this paragraph.

Jacqueline Wilson 

Jacqueline Aitken (she became Wilson when she got married) was born in the city of Bath, in 
England, on 17th December 1945. Jacqueline’s parents met at a dance in a famous old building in 
Bath called the Pump Room. Her mother was doing office work for the navy and her father was a 
draughtsman. This was a job which involved drawing skillful plans of machinery and buildings.

when where what who

Born 17th Dec 1945 Born in Bath
Parents met in 
the Pump Room

Mum worked 
for the Navy, 
Dad was a 
draughtsman

Born Jacqueline 
Aitken.
Married a Mr 
Wilson.



Read through the rest of Jacqueline 
Wilson’s biography on the next page. 
As you read, think about all the facts 
you are learning about her. 

When
Where
What
Who



When Jacqueline was about three years old, her father changed

jobs and took the family to live in Kingston upon Thames, near

London. For a while they shared their house with Jacqueline’s

grandparents who lived downstairs. Jacqueline and her mother

and father soon moved to a council flat and Jacqueline started

school in 1950. She had a difficult time at first because she fell

ill with measles and whooping cough and had to have several

months off school.

When she was six she moved to a school called Latchmere

Primary and soon settled in. Jacqueline loved English, Art,

country dancing and listening to stories. When she was eight,

Jacqueline’s mother brought her a very realistic toy dog as

Jacqueline longed to have a pet. From the age of seven,

Jacqueline loved making up her own stories. She copied out

drawings into a blank notebook and invented stories to go with

her pictures.

When Jacqueline was eleven, she went to a brand-new girls’

secondary school in New Malden called Coombe School. She

passed her eleven plus and took English, Art and History at

school. At the age of sixteen, Jacqueline took her O-Levels. She

left school with five O-Levels in 1961.

After leaving school Jacqueline struggled to find a job because

there were fewer jobs for women than there are now. She knew

that she wanted to be a writer and so she applied for a job

writing for a magazine company. She got the job and had her

stories printed.

Jacqueline wrote her first children’s novel in the late 1970s

called Nobody’s Perfect. In 1991, The Story of Tracey Beaker

was published, which was a huge success. It was shortlisted for

two top awards- the Smarties Prize and Carnegie Medal.

Since then, Jacqueline has written around 40 children’s books

which have been published for children. Some of her most

popular books include The Lottie Project, The Suitcase Kid and

Double Act.



When Where What Who

Born 17 Dec 1945 Born in Bath Father was a 
draughtsman

Born Jacqueline 
Aitken

Task: Draw a table in your books and fill in as many facts as you can in each column. Use notes and abbreviations. 



Tuesday
Generate questions



What kind facts did you learn about 
Usain Bolt from the text last week 
and Jacqueline Wilson yesterday?



Biographies…

• Who is this guy?

• What do you know about him already?



We are going to write a biography of Roald Dahl, so we need to find out lots of information about him.

Today, your task is to imagine that you are interviewing Roald Dahl. What questions would you ask him to 
find out all about his life so that you can then write his biography.

Think about the WHEN WHERE WHAT WHO for different parts of his life:

Introduction

Early life

Schools

Jobs

Personal life (Marriage and Children)

Major achievements



E.G.

Introduction –

Where were you born and when? 
What did your parents do? 
Do you have any siblings?



When/Where/What/Who

Introduction

Early life

Schools

Jobs

Personal life 
(Marriage and 
Children)

Major 
achievements

Come up will questions for each of these sections. You will attempt to find the answers tomorrow.



Wednesday
Research



Yesterday, you generated questions to find out information about Roald 
Dahl. Today we need to find the answers.

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/roald_dahl.php

https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/aboutn

https://www.biography.com/writer/roald-dahl

Look back at the questions you generated yesterday. If you struggled to think of many, here are a few to find 
the answers to:

When was Roald Dahl born?
Where did he grow up?
What did his parents do?
Where did he go to school?
What was his first job?
What did Roald do during the war?
What books did he write?
When did he die?

Do not worry if you cannot find the answers to all these questions, but you can find out even more information 
if you try hard. Don’t limit yourself to just your questions. If you see something interesting, include it!

Use these websites to help you find out 
as much as possible about Roald Dahl

https://www.ducksters.com/biography/roald_dahl.php
https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/aboutn
https://www.biography.com/writer/roald-dahl


Facts about Roald 
Dahl:

• Roald Dahl born was born…

• He grew up in…

• His Mum was a …. And is Dad was a …

• He attended _____ School

• After leaving school, Roald’s first job was…

• During the war, Roald was a…

• He wrote many books including, …

• Sadly, he died in ….

• Other interesting facts include…



Thursday
Plan a Biography



What will your subheadings be?

Subheadings let the reader know what each written section is about.

For example, if I was to write a biography about Boris Johnson (our Prime Minister), I would have the 
following subheadings:

Early life and family

Education

First jobs

Life in politics

Battle with Covid-19



What will your subheadings be?

Subheadings let the reader know what each written section is about.

For example, if I was to write a biography about Ariana Grande (Pop Singer and Actress), I would have the 
following subheadings:

Early life and family

Education

Early career on TV

Life as a Pop Mega-Star

Disaster in Manchester



What will your subheadings be?

Subheadings let the reader know what each written section is about.

Now make a list of what subheadings you will use in your Roald Dahl biography. You will need at least 4.
e.g:

Early life
Childhood
Off to boarding school
Jobs around the world
World war flying ace
A career in books
Famous movies
Wife and how many kids!
End of the Road.



What will your subheadings be?

Now draw mind-map for each subheading and add 
the facts you found out yesterday. 
e.g.

Early life

Born in Llandaff, 
Wales, on 13th 
September 1916

Sister and father 
died

Parents from Norway 
(Norwegian)

World war flying 
ace

Joined Royal Air 
Force (RAF) at age 
23

Took part in the 
battle of Athens

Became a spy for 
MI6



Friday

Orally tell a Biography



• Good job everyone.

• Your task today is to explain the life of Roald Dahl 
to someone in your family. This might be someone 
you live with, or you may phone someone.

• Tell them all about his life in chronological order 
(starting with his childhood and ending with his 
death).

• Ask if they have any questions. You may need to 
research the answers and get back to them.

Next week we write ☺


