


This quote is telling us that children who enjoy reading, 

tend to succeed academically. 



We read all the time. It is an important life skill that we must 

teach our children to do. 



Let’s talk about phonics.

Does anyone know what phonics are? 



➢ Our school has chosen 

Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds Revised as our 

systematic, synthetic 

phonics (SSP) programme

to teach early reading and 

spelling.

➢ It starts children off by 

teaching the basic initial 

sounds in words, moving 

unto more difficult sounds 

like aig in straight.



This may sound tricky, but it isn’t. Children learn this easily once they are taught. 



Examples of phonics practice

 https://video.link/w/MdJXc (Reception Autumn Term)

 https://video.link/w/ueJXc (Reception Spring Term). 

https://video.link/w/MdJXc
https://video.link/w/ueJXc


Blending

 This is key for the 

children to learn how to 

read. Some children pick 

it up quickly, others may 

take a bit longer. 

 Practise with them at 

home often, until they 

get it. They will be doing 

this in school all the time 

https://video.link/w/IVIXc

Let us look at this video about blending and 

reading words. 

https://video.link/w/IVIXc


Terminology

Phoneme
The smallest unit of sound in speech. It could be one or more 

letters eg: t, sh, igh, 

Grapheme A letter or letters that represent a sound. E.g. In the word snail, 

there are 4 graphemes – s,n,ai,l

Digraph 2 letters making 1 sound e.g. sh, ch, ow, oa, th

Trigraph 3 letters 1 sound e.g. aig, ure, ing

Split vowel digraph 
Cake, bike, pure 

Blend C-a-t together says cat. 

Segment Breaking up words into their sounds to spell them. Eg fish. 



Teaching order

➢ We usually teach 5-8 new sounds every week. 

➢ Children have 2 phonics session everyday and the any child falling behind will get ‘keep up sessions’ 

with a trained TA 3 times a week. 

➢ Children falling behind, have 1:1 ‘catch up sessions’ with a trained TA, 3 times a week. 



➢ We use menomics like ‘ah, ah astronaut.’ 

➢ ‘Boing, boing’ to remember the oi sound. 

➢ Lots of repetitions with tricky words like ‘the.’ 

➢ When the children learn these new sounds, they read texts that also have these sounds as well, 

to embed them into their memory. 





Reading and Spelling

➢Here is an example of what the children will learn to read in Year 1.

➢They will learn that the same grapheme can have different sounds. 

➢They will also learn the sounds that could be made with different letters.  



They would learn different graphemes for the same phoneme. 

Eg: the phoneme sh, can have different graphemes. 



How we teach Tricky Words: 

 https://video.link/w/KUIXc

https://video.link/w/KUIXc


Eg: boat



➢ We will be using the children’s assessment to make sure they can read books that are 90% 

decodable.

➢ They will be assessed every half term. 

➢ Children who are finding reading difficult will have extra keep up or ‘catch up’ sessions. 



Reading at home



Reading at home is very important

Reading a book and chatting 
has a positive impact on 
children’s ability to…

• understand words and 
sentences

• use a wide range of 
vocabulary

• develop listening 
comprehension skills.

The amount of books children 
were exposed to by age 6 is a 
positive predictor of their 
reading ability two years later.



Reading at home- Very important!

 Your children have been given 
logins to Little Wandle so that 
they can read books based on 
their phonic ability at home 
online – set by their class 
teachers. 

 They will also often have access 
to the book they have been 
reading in school, so they can 
share this with their family. 

 Please make sure to read with 
the children every day. 
Remember to sign their reading 
records, commenting on how well 
they read, expressed themselves 
and comprehended the books. 



Listening to your child read their phonics book

➢ Your child should be able to 
read their phonics book 
without your help.

➢ If they can’t read a word 
read it to them.

➢ Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.



Reading with your child. 

The shared book is for YOU to read:
➢ The children will also get a book from their book corners 

➢ Read this book to them. Make it exciting 

• Talk with your child as much as you can:
o Introduce new and exciting language
o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary
oMake up sentences together
o Find different words to use
oDescribe things you see.



Our mantra

Ask children about it 

at home! 



Any Questions? ….Please speak to your 

child’s class teacher. 

 Thank you! ☺


