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AIMS

• Why reading is such an important part of the curriculum 

• How reading is taught across our school 

• How you can support your child effectively at home



WHY IS LEARNING TO READ SO 
IMPORTANT?

Research shows 
that being able to 

read underpins 
everything a child 
does in school and 
is directly linked to 
their self-esteem, 
confidence and 
achievements as 
they go through 

life. 



The National Literacy Trust conducted a survey 
which included 11,000 children. 

Children who read daily outside school were 5x 
more likely to perform above the expected level for 
their age in reading.





The skill of 
reading and 

understanding 
what we have 

read are a huge 
part of everyday 

life.



The Reading Journey

Early Years Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2



HOW READING IS TAUGHT AT KPPS

During Reception and Key Stage 1 
children are learning to read:

• Daily Phonics lessons

• Keep Up sessions

• Reading practice sessions

By Key Stage 2 children begin to 
read to learn:

• Children can now use their reading 
skills to support learning in other 
subjects

• Reading teaching focuses on 
vocabulary and comprehension 
skills



READING REQUIRES 2 SKILLS:

• Phonics and Word Recognition

• The ability to recognise words 
presented in and out of context.

• The ability to blend letter sounds 
(phonemes) together to read words.

• Understanding

• The ability to understand the meaning 
of the words and sentences in a text.

• The ability to understand the ideas, 
information and themes in a text.

• If a child understands what they hear, 
they will understand the same 
information when they read.



WHOLE 
SCHOOL 
USE OF VIPERS 
TO TEACH 
READING 
SKILLS





KEY STAGE 2 YEARS 3 TO 6



• How many varieties of Heinz beans 
are there?

retrieval

• What, on the advert, might persuade 
parents to feed this to their children?

inference

• Explain what Heinz have done to 
make the beans appear to be ‘truly 
magic’ in this advert.

explain the author’s choices



READING IN 
SCHOOL 

•Phonics
•Whole class focus/shared 

reading (VIPERS)
•Independent reading
•Focused reading 

activities
•Reading across the 

curriculum
•Class novels and stories

The Teaching
of Reading



WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT TO 

READ AT HOME?
• Hearing your child read 
every day helps them with 
their decoding skills. 

• Reading stories to your 
children can help develop 
their love of reading and 
increases their vocabulary 
significantly. 



Take an interest in the books they are 

reading.

Model enjoying reading – talk about 

books you enjoyed and make book 

suggestions, start a reading 

challenge/family book club, ensure 

time is carved out for reading, visit the 

library, read to your child.

Practise comprehension together –

choose a focus e.g. retrieval and ask 

them questions in that style. 

Parentmail access to question stems.



READING FOR PLEASURE

Reading should be fun – that way they will want to read to you. Here are some tips:

•Book Talk! 

•Be an active listener – sit and listen, asking questions showing interest

•Share more advanced books with your child - read to your child:

This is an opportunity for them to hear stories and language at a higher 
level than they can read alone. Research shows the hearing texts read 
aloud is a significant source of vocabulary acquisition. Use audio books/ 
Amazon Audible.



HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S 
READING AT HOME?

Expectation: ideally 20 minutes per day. 

• Try to build this into your daily routine.

• Have a quiet, comfortable space your child (and you) can read in. 

• Read with your child and read in front of your child. 

We can teach reading skills in school. We want your support in encouraging independent reading and in 
engaging in your child’s reading. Hearing texts read aloud are important. 



GROWTH 
MINDSET

•All readers make mistakes. 
This is how we learn. 
Encourage a growth mindset 
in your child by praising them 
for recognising their mistakes 
and trying to fix them.

• ‘This is what you said ….. Can 
you spot anything wrong with 
that?’ ‘Does that make 
sense?’



UPCOMING EVENTS
• Book Fair

Friday 3rd February – Wednesday 8th February

• World Book Day

• Storyteller & author – Wendy Shearer 

Friday 4th March 2023



ANY QUESTIONS?
This presentation and 

resources will be uploaded 
onto the school website.

Thank you for coming!
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