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Conatus Federation 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development Policy (SMSC) Policy 
 
Introduction 
 
At the Conatus Federation, we believe that Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development is 
crucial for individual pupils and it is crucial for society as a whole. We believe it is the heart of what 
education is all about - helping pupils grow and develop as people. All aspects of school life have the 
potential to contribute to these four areas of development. The ethos of the school and the values 
which are implicit in the life and work of the school will have a powerful effect on the extent to which 
this potential is realised. The school programme for promoting pupils spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development is seen as supporting and complementing the work of parents and carers. 
The SMSC development of our children underpins all that we aim to achieve for those in our 
Partnership of Schools. SMSC education is integrated into the curriculum through daily assemblies, 
weekly PSHE and RE lessons, enrichment opportunities and residential excursions. Extra-curricular 
clubs also contribute towards our whole school behaviour and our values-based ethos. 
 
Aims 
 

• to ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of our values and 

principles. 

• to ensure that a pupil’s education is set within a context that is meaningful and 

appropriate to their age, aptitude and background. 

• to ensure that pupils know what is expected of them and why. 

• to give each pupil a range of opportunities to reflect upon and discuss their beliefs, 

feelings and responses to personal experience. 

• to enable pupils to begin to develop an understanding of their social and cultural 

environment and an appreciation of the many cultures that enrich our society. 

• to give each pupil the opportunity to explore social and moral issues, and develop a 

sense of social and moral responsibility 

 

How we deliver SMSC Objectives in the Curriculum 
 
Spiritual development 
 
We seek to help all our children to become more aware of their spirituality by providing opportunities 
to: 

• question and reflect.  

• use and develop their imagination. 

• think creatively and be confident to express their own ideas in the work they do. 

• enjoy their learning and work with enthusiasm. 

• develop a curiosity/fascination in their learning. 

• experience moments of stillness and reflection. 

• reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life. 
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• foster their emotional life and discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to 

personal experiences. 

 

Our ethos and values, as well as the explicit learning and teaching within our school, aims to provide 

children with the knowledge to develop, explore and respect the lives, beliefs and traditions of others 

in the world around them. This is delivered through a range of values assemblies and RE lessons. We 

celebrate special times of year and festivals during our assemblies and within our lessons, which are 

planned and developed around our school values curriculum and alongside festival and religious 

calendars. 

 
Collective Worship 
 
The aims and purpose of collective worship are 

• to enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues 

• to enable pupils to explore their own beliefs 

• to promote a common ethos with shared values and to reinforce positive attitudes 

• to develop in pupils a sense of community spirit 

• to encourage participation and response 

• to share an experience that promotes thought and reflection 

• to provide opportunities for pupils to reflect on how the beliefs they have learnt 
         about in religious education have influenced people’s life choices or actions 
 
See appendix 1 for guidelines on leading assemblies 
 

More information on collective worship in schools can be found here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collective-worship-in-schools 

 
 
Religious Education 
 
We aim to equip our children to live and work in a multicultural society, showing tolerance and 
understanding of different beliefs and outlooks. Our pupils study the key concepts, beliefs, practices 
and issues of the six major world religions: Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and 
Sikhism.  
 
We follow the Greenwich Agreed Syllabus and recently revised units of work, which include many 
varied and stimulating topics, including visits to places of worship. Planned activities are undertaken 
in order to develop skills of reflection, empathy, communication, reasoning and analysis. Children are 
introduced to specialist terms and expressions within religious traditions. Different ways in which 
religious belief and practice are expressed are explored at a level appropriate to age and 
development. Opportunities are planned for the children to meet representatives from other faiths, 
and classes are encouraged to visit places of worship. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collective-worship-in-schools
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Mental Health and Well-being 
 
In order to help their pupils succeed, schools have a role to play in supporting them to be resilient 
and mentally healthy. To promote good mental health and emotional well-being, schools should 
develop whole school cultures and structures that include: 
 

• valuing all pupils and allowing them to feel a sense of belonging  

• a culture and systems that promotes openness, discussion and problem solving 

• a robust behaviour and anti-bullying policy  

• a senior leadership team and SENCO who are able to ensure equal opportunities for all pupils 

• provide support for children with mental health needs 

• the promotion of effective working and positive good relationships with parents and carers 

• a strong skill based PSHE curriculum that teaches children about mental health and emotional 

wellbeing.   

 
Our curriculum includes the development of healthy coping strategies and an understanding of 
pupils’ own emotions as well as those of other people; strategies to keep themselves healthy and 
safe; strategies for supporting friends who are facing challenges. Children use the zones of regulation 
every day in order to recognise and signal their emotional state. 
 
While the specific content of lessons will be determined by the specific needs of the cohort we are 
teaching, there should always be an emphasis on enabling pupils of any age to develop the skills, 
knowledge, understanding, language and confidence to seek help, as needed, for themselves or 
others.  
 
We can help them and their families to understand when this help might be needed, what help is 
available, and the likely outcome of seeking support. Additionally, talking openly with children and 
young people about mental health issues is a simple and effective means of breaking down any 
possible associated stigma.  
 
Our Federation is aware that some groups of pupils may be more likely to be affected by issues 
related to mental health. For example, research shows that key groups of young people have higher 
levels of poor mental health than other groups.  
 
Moral development 
 
It is our duty to encourage all learners to develop moral values by providing the children with 
opportunities to: 
 

• look at choices, rights and wrongs and the idea of justice.  

• recognise the unique value of each individual; 

• listen and respond appropriately to the views of others; 

• gain the confidence to cope with setbacks and learn from mistakes; 

• take initiative and act responsibly with the consideration for others; 

• show respect for the environment; 

https://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html
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• make informed and independent judgements 

The school ethos is supported by 6 values which underpin the success and life of the school. A 
different value is visited every month through assemblies, lessons and one off events. These values 
support the development of the whole child as a reflective learner within a calm, caring, happy and 
purposeful atmosphere.  
The values are: 

1. Equality 

2. Resilience 

3. Integrity 

4. Respect 

5. Emotional Intelligence 

6. Collaboration 

 

British Values 

 

Through its curriculum, extra-curricular activities, teaching and learning this school will promote 

British values. By doing so, we will ensure that all learners understand the values that have 

traditionally underpinned British society. The teaching of these values will promote cohesiveness 

within our school and community. We will prepare pupils for life in England where the population 

has an increasingly rich diversity of backgrounds, origins, beliefs lifestyles and cultures by promoting 

the values on which our society has been built. By teaching pupils these values we will help all to 

become good citizens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

 

As a Federation, we want to 

 

1. To ensure that all develop an understanding of the values which underpin life in Britain. 

2. To teach pupils to have a mutual respect and tolerance for, and an understanding of the various 

faiths and beliefs represented in Britain today. 

3. To ensure that all learn to uphold the rule of law and support freedom, justice and equality. 

4. To help all understand and value the rich diversity that other citizens from different cultures, 

religions and backgrounds bring to our national society. 

5. To value people’s differences and respect them including those of different sexual orientation, 

those with SEND and those of different religious, racial or cultural backgrounds. 

6. To develop pupils’ awareness and tolerance of communities different to their own. 7. To value 

democracy and to stand up for right against wrong. 

7. To care for the sick, the poor, the weak and the old and treat them as valued members of our 

society. 

8. To ensure that learners become loyal and patriotic citizens of the United Kingdom.  
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Strategies 

 

1. The school will promote British values through its teaching, learning across the subjects of the 

curriculum to help all understand how the values have underpinned life in Britain throughout its 

history, geography, language, literature, sport and games, personal, health and social education and 

religions. 

2. This school will teach children about the growth and development of our parliamentary democracy 

and its key institutions including the constitutional monarchy 

3. Learners will be taught about democracy and the duty of citizens to participate in and contribute 

to life in Britain. 

4. We will develop the skills of participation and responsible action necessary for living together in 

harmony as citizens of United Kingdom. 

5. Pupils will learn about the democratic structures of our national government and we will promote 

civic pride by helping them learn and understand about local government. 

6. Across the curriculum we will teach the importance of duty, loyalty and patriotism. 

 

Outcomes 

 

Through our work and partnerships pupils will gain a good understanding of the values that underpin 

the privileges, rights, responsibilities and duties of citizenship. We will equip young people with the 

knowledge, skills and understanding to make a positive contribution to the harmony of our local and 

national community. We will develop responsible young people who support and positively value 

community cohesion. This policy will make a key contribution to the school’s positive ethos. 

 
Social Development 
 
We encourage the children to develop the skills required to become active citizens, so that they 
display a sense of belonging and a willingness to participate as they appreciate making valuable and 
worthwhile contributions to the school community, the wider local community and to the world at 
large. We seek to teach the children the skills of co-operation, team work, initiative, responsibility 
and collaboration which are the core features of all aspects of school life. These skills are taught 
through discreet lessons and weekly PSHE but is incorporated in to other areas of the curriculum, 
such as English and Science. 
 
The school’s participation in the wider community also supports the children’s understanding at this 
level, whether it be collecting donations for a food bank, singing to the local elderly residents, or 
raising funds for national and world events. All these experiences serve to develop the children’s 
understanding, awareness and their impact upon their own social development and contexts.  
 
The development of Enterprise opportunities further strengthens our pupils to become resilient and 
skilled citizens. Children are able to grow or produce goods to sell at our Christmas and School Fayres. 
Pupils are given numerous opportunities to participate in local and national competitions. 
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SRE 
 
The school is committed to the provision of SRE to all of its pupils, much of which is embedded within 
PSHE curriculum and is built upon as pupils move through the school. Our programme aims to 
respond to the diversity of the children’s cultures, faiths and family backgrounds.  Equal time and 
provision will be allocated for all groups but there may be occasions where pupils with Special 
Educational Needs are given extra support from SEN staff. 
 
In Key Stage 1 pupils learn to recognise similarities and differences between themselves and others, 
identify and share their feelings with each other, recognise safe and unsafe situations and identify 
and be able to talk to someone they trust. 
 
In Key Stage 2 pupils learn to express their opinions about relationships and bullying and to listen to 
and support others, including respecting other people’s viewpoints and beliefs.  They learn to 
recognise their own worth and identify positive things about themselves and try to balance the 
stresses in life in order to promote their own mental health and well-being of others. They learn to 
find and use appropriate support networks and develop healthy friendships and relationships. Life 
processes are discussed including the physical changes that take place at puberty, why they happen 
and how to manage them. Pupils in upper Key Stage 2 will have discrete sessions on puberty, how 
the body changes, the effect on our behaviour and emotions and hygiene. In Year 6, pupils will also 
have discrete sessions which recap and build on their learning in year 5 but also teach them about 
sexual intercourse, appropriate relationships and staying safe. 
 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex and relationships 
education provided at school except for those parts included in statutory National Curriculum.  Those 
parents/carers wishing to exercise this right are invited to see the Head teacher who will explore any 
concerns and discuss any impact that withdrawal may have on the child. Once a child has been 
withdrawn they cannot take part in the SRE programme until the request for withdrawal has been 
removed. 
 
Drugs Education 

All children in each year group will follow a drugs education programme. Teaching and learning will 
be set mainly in the context of Personal, Social and Health Education. Further opportunities could 
include:  

• other curriculum areas delivering aspects of the programme 

• worship/assemblies 

• the provision of appropriate information through leaflets and books 

• delivery in response to incidents 

 
Drugs education takes place with a permanent member of staff. The School welcomes the 
involvement of appropriate outside agencies in supporting the development and delivery of drugs 
education. We will ensure that all such involvement is jointly planned and that the ethos and 
approaches of any such agency are consistent with our own School policy and expectations. Lessons 
are planned and detailed on our PSHE curriculum overview. 
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Cultural development 
 
Children are encouraged to explore and understand their own cultural identity and the cultural 
diversity within society. We provide opportunities to appreciate other people’s traditions. Values and 
beliefs are shared through explicit teaching in Music, Art, English, History and Geography. Visits and 
trips also contain explicit opportunities to extend the children’s cultural experience and 
understanding. We ensure that all children have opportunities to visit museums and local places of 
interest and importance as well as having school-based workshops l. Children have a chance to 
increase their cultural capital in the Arts through exploring and responding to a variety of aesthetic 
and cultural experiences e.g. music, art, food tasting etc. 
The curriculum is developed to support and develop cultural understanding through chosen topics 
and texts. We facilitate events to celebrate ‘cultures’ from around the world including a food from 
around the world day. 
 
Healthy Eating 
 
We now participate in the National Healthy School Standard, which promotes health education.  As 
a Health Promoting School, we are committed to encouraging and developing positive attitudes 
towards food and a healthy diet. Promoting a healthy life style is integral to our curriculum and we 
recognise the importance of offering children the opportunity to make informed choices about what, 
when, where and why they eat.  As a school we know that food is fundamental to the quality of a 
child’s life, not just in providing essential nutrition but in communicating and sharing positive values, 
attitudes and experiences with each other.   We believe that adults including staff, parents and carers 
should be good role models and should support the children in understanding how balanced nutrition 
contributes to a person’s health, happiness and general well-being. Each year group is taught lessons 
on food, hygiene, exercise, cooking and growing.  
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Appendix 1 
 

Collective Worship Guidance 

 

Statutory Requirements 

By law, collective worship must: 

• Take place for every child not withdrawn by their parents every day 

• Be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character. 

• Take account of the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils 

• Take place on the school premises, except on occasions, with agreement of governors 

 

Therefore, at Boxgrove Primary School our collective worship reflects the broad traditions of 

Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular Christian denomination. Not every act of 

collective worship must comply with this; just the majority so we can include material from other 

religions and non-religious world views. 

 

Collective Worship and the Curriculum 

Collective worship time is distinct from curriculum time given to any subject including religious 

education. However, in Boxgrove Primary School, we aim to enable collective worship and aspects of 

children’s classroom learning to be mutually supportive.  Collective worship provides opportunities 

for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development in line with school policy. To achieve this, 

it addresses a wide variety of themes and topics, uses diverse stimuli and resources and provides 

pupils with opportunities to ‘respond’ at their own level. 

 

Purpose 

The expectation is that school worship will be inclusive, participative, challenging and educational, 

drawing on a wide range of religious traditions without compromising the religious or non-religious 

backgrounds of pupils (and staff), whilst giving those for whom it is appropriate the opportunity to 

worship God.  It is a collection of differences – different faiths, different cultures, different ages and 

different backgrounds. It is a focal point of the day in any school community where all ages can/might 

meet one another, share together and establish a shared sense of identity. 

 

Collective worship in Boxgrove Primary School aims to provide the opportunity for pupils and staff 
to: 

• Revisit the school’s visions and value on a regular basis 

• Help children understand current and world affairs 

• Remind everyone why we’re here, what we’re all supposed to be doing and why we’re 
supposed to be doing it. 

• Building whole school community 

• Promote school and British values 

• Celebrate together e.g. festivals, school values, individual achievements 

• Develop a reflective approach to living 

• Consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore own beliefs 
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• Participate and respond, through active involvement in the planning, leading, presentation 
and evaluation of worship 

• Feel safe and affirmed in doing any of the above 
 

Expectations at a Conatus Federation School 

• All assemblies start promptly at the times agreed 

• Children should enter and leave in silence, as music plays 

• Accompanying staff should be role models to the pupils, not talking and displaying school 

values 

• Staff should support the assembly leader with behaviour management, including considering 

where pupils are sitting on entry 

• Assemblies should be planned  

• Avoid over use of PowerPoint presentations as the main stimuli 

• Use resources and objects that enhance the children’s experience as suggested below 

Every member of the school staff, pupils and occasional visitors will be involved in leading acts of 

worship at some point in the school year.    

 

Suggestions for Collective Worship: 

• Singing and Music 

• Storytelling 

• Religious and Spiritual Art 

• Visitors 

• Silence, Stillness 

• Reflection and Mindfulness  

• Celebration and Remembrance 

• Drama, plays, freezeframes 

• Questions 

 

Ideas & Examples 

1. Change the record 

• Be Innovative - You would in your classroom, so why wouldn’t you for the school assembly? 

• Change the stimuli - such as objects, role plays, photos, videos and statements 

• Think of your main theme and a visual to represent that idea.  

• Where PowerPoints are used, tailor them to suit the audience you have and to fit the needs 

of the school 

2. Make it a two-way process 

• Make it a chance for discussion, rather than just “the teacher talks and pupils listen” 

• Being expected to give feedback will encourage the children to use listening skills 

• Use topics that are relevant to the children. E.g. using an example of a football player showing 

growth mindset during the football world cup. 

3. Embrace singing 

• Find a song to play on entry that links to your topic 
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• Having music on and lyrics for the children to sing along with it gave them something to focus 

on  

• Singing assemblies should focus on specific singing skills such as rhythm and pitch. Avoid 

singing along to a YouTube lyric video. 

• Teach specific skills in singing assembly, such as echo and call and response.  

4. Embrace fun 

• Use games and competitions to peek the children’s interest e.g. having a healthy eating quiz 

to sort food into food groups 

5. Make them relevant 

• Finding newsworthy events or anniversaries for theme assemblies, for example, recreate 

Parliament within the assembly near polling day  

6. Invite guest speakers 

• Local MPs 

• Specialists  

• Faith leaders 

• Tfl – crossrail 

• If you have a visitor speaking, ask them to send you their resources and check exactly what 

they are going to say 

7. Remember the basics 

• Consider what are you trying to achieve? 

• Clear focus – one main speaker and one key message 

8. Keep specific behaviour messages out of it 

• Avoid using assemblies to “discipline” pupils - this will invariably alienate the majority who 

have nothing to do with the issue you are addressing.  

9. Be open to feedback 

• Ask for planning advice from your phase leader or year group partner if you are struggling 

around a theme 

• Ask an honest and trusted colleague to give you feedback after the assembly to improve for 

next time  

 

 


