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Reading  

 

Our author focus is Maria Isabel Sanches Vegara. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria is the author of the books in the series:  

‘Little People, Big Dreams’. 

She has a passion for writing stories about those who have achieved great 

things in history and helped to shape our world. Children will have the 

chance to explore and enjoy many of her beautiful books which will live in 

our reading corners this term, after listening to them being read aloud by 

their teacher. 

 

 

Maths 

 

In Maths, we are focusing on addition and 

subtraction within 20. Children will learn to 

add and subtract by using the number line. 

We will continue to use our knowledge of 

number bonds to support our mental 

strategies when adding and subtracting. 

Also, we will learn about place value within 

20 and 50.  

 

English 

We launch into writing with a 

peculiar book this term! The 

Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris 

Van Allsburg is a series of black and 

white illustrations with a short, 

mysterious caption.  

Children will discover these 

illustrations in their classrooms and 

conclude that there are stories 

which need to be written for them! 

We will focus on the picture below, 

where it appears a train track is 

leading some boys across an 

ocean. We will look at settings in 

well-known stories to inspire our us 

for the destination the boys might 

discover. We will also build 

vocabulary around the themes in 

the picture e.g. transport and 

weather. Children will then aim to 

use their rich vocabulary in their 

narrative writing. 

 
 

PE 

This half term we will be covering the 

2 units: Sending and Receiving and 

Dance.  

 

Children will develop their sending 

and receiving skills including throwing 

and catching, rolling, kicking, 

tracking and stopping a ball. They 

will be given opportunities to work 

with a range of different sized balls. 

They will apply their skills individually, 

in pairs and in small groups and 

begin to organise and self-manage 

their own activities. They will 

understand the importance of 

abiding by the rules to keep 

themselves and others safe. 

 

In dance, children will explore 

travelling actions, movement skills 

and balancing. They will understand 

why it is important to count to music 

and use this in their dances. They will 

copy and repeat actions linking 

them together to make short dance 

phrases. They will work individually 

and with a partner to create ideas in 

relation to the theme and will be 

given the opportunity to perform and 

provide feedback to each other. 

 

Please ensure that your child has the 

correct full PE kit, including footwear. 

 

Geography 

This half term we will be further developing 

our locational knowledge which we began 

to grasp in Autumn 1. We will think about our 

local environment and where we live and 

then begin to look at the 4 countries of the 

UK, understanding that we live in England 

and the capital city is London; further 

securing an understanding of our place on 

Earth.  

After this, we will revisit the 7 continents and 

5 oceans; taking more time to explore the 

location and size of both. We will use maps, 

both paper and electronic using the iPads, 

globes and google earth to develop our 

locational awareness and understanding of 

the world. 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 



PSHE 

 

 

This half term, we will be exploring 

our mental and physical health. 

Children will think about ways in 

which we can stay healthy both 

physically and mentally, such as 

exercising, eating well and doing 

things that bring them joy; listening 

to music and spending time 

outdoors in nature. We will talk 

about the Zones of Regulation as 

we further explore our emotions. 

  

Art 

In Art we will be looking at Sculpture, 

exploring materials that sculptures 

can be made from and learning how 

these materials can be manipulated 

and assembled. We will spend time 

looking at various sculptures 

including famous sculptures in the 

United Kingdom, linking to our 

Geography learning. At the end of 

the term the children will have made 

their own sculpture which will link to 

the explored themes of weather and 

transport in the illustration from The 

Mysteries of Harris Burdick.  

  
 

 

Computing 

 

Our E-safety lesson will explore our 

reputation online before we begin to 

explore Safari and how to use the internet 

safely and effectively. We will use the ipads 

and our work learning journey will be 

uploaded to Showbie. 

 

 

Science 

 

Within Science, we shall be exploring the 5 senses before beginning to look 

at seasons. In this unit, we will explore senses such as touch and smell 

through sensory based activities, for example, feeling different textures: 

flour and oil, rice and pasta and smelling ‘mystery smell pots’ filled with 

herbs and spices! Children will begin to recognise which body part we use 

to experience these sensations, matching the senses to their body parts. 

We will then observe and describe the changes to the weather across the 

seasons and notice how day length changes. Children will take part in fun 

experiments as they explore different types of weather and 

what these look, sound and feel like. 

 

Please keep any plastic bottles you use as they are likely to 

come in handy for our upcoming experiments! 

 

RE 

 

For this half term, we will be looking at 

Sikhism. We will learn why Guru Nanok is 

important to Sikhs. The children will use Guru 

Nanok’s teachings to understand that 

everyone is equal and the importance of 

sharing. 

 

Useful websites  

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd63xyc/articles/zdp4pg8  

 

 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

 

Homework 

 

Homework is 

set on Fridays 

and due in on 

Wednesdays. 

 

Showbie is an 

additional 

challenge to 

complete. 

Important Dates 

 

PE Days: 

 

1CC and 1JJ: Monday and 

Thursday 

 

Book Fair: Friday 3rd 

February to Wednesday 

8th February 
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