
Who am I?

Look carefully at the picture. You may know who is but, if you didn’t what does 
the picture tell you about him? What sort of person is he? Why?

Do you think he is alive? Why?

Write a character description using the picture as your evidence ie – I think this 
man is very rich because his clothes look expensive as they have intricate 

designs made from gold thread.

Hint – look at his clothes and his face. 

LI – to use historical sources to investigate a historical character.



Henry VIII

Well done! This is a portrait of Henry VIII. 
Henry is probably England’s most famous king. But who was he and why is he 
so famous still?

See what you can find out from these sites and write a timeline showing the 
important events in his life.
https://ornc.org/our-story/greenwich-palace/the-tudors/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw/articles/zv2bmfr
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/monarchy/henry-viii-
facts/

https://ornc.org/our-story/greenwich-palace/the-tudors/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw/articles/zv2bmfr
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/monarchy/henry-viii-facts/


Henry VIII’s father was Henry VII (the seventh).  Henry Vii wasn’t supposed to be King. He was 

called Henry Tudor and spent a lot of his life living in exile in France. He believed he should be King 

and when he won a battle against the previous King Richard III (the third) in 1485 he was crowned 

King in his place. 

Lots of people didn’t think he should be King so to make himself stronger he married 

Elizabeth of York who was Richard III’s niece. They had two sons and two daughters 

(who survived childhood). Henry’s older brother Arthur (born 1486) was supposed 

to be King after his father but he died in his teens (1502) . Henry who was born in 

1491 was the heir to the throne of England.  He spent a lot of his childhood in 

Eltham Palace.

Henry VII was always very worried about losing his crown and someone else taking 

his place. He was not always very popular with his people. When he died in 1509 the 

people celebrated and were very pleased that Henry VIII, a handsome, dashing 

young man was going to be King. In the early years of his reign, he was a king who 

liked to enjoy himself and have lots of parties. He wasn’t unkind to the people and 

he really supported the catholic church.



Henry loved being King and being able to do what he wanted. One of the first 

things he did was to marry Catherine of Aragon in 1509. She had been 

married to his brother before he died. What Henry Viii really wanted was a 

son. At the time England had only ever had Kings so sons were very very

important. Henry was, just like his father, scared someone would say that 

they should be King instead of him and so felt like he really needed a son. He 

didn’t think his family (the Tudors) would remain in power if he didn’t have a 

son who could be King after him.  He didn’t think anyone would want to be 

ruled by a queen.

Although Catherine of Aragon and Henry had lots of children only one of them 

survived and she was a girl – Mary. This made Henry unhappy as he wanted to have 

a boy. He decided he needed a new wife as she would be able to give him a son so 

he divorced Catherine and in 1533 married  one of her ladies in waiting, the 

beautiful, mysterious Anne Bolyen. They were married in Greenwich! After a while, 

in  1533 Anne had a baby (Also in Greenwich) This didn’t make Henry happy as she 

was a girl – the future Queen Elizabeth. Henry decided that Anne had been disloyal 

to him and had her executed at the Tower of London.  He soon married (1536) again 

to Jane Seymour. She gave birth to his longed-for son Edward in 1537 At last Henry 

had the heir he wanted.

Unfortunately, Jane caught an infection and died shortly after 

Edward’s birth. Henry said she was his favourite wife. 



He married three more times.  The first lady was called Anne of Cleves. She came from 

Germany. In those days they didn’t have photographs so Henry had no idea what she 

looked like. When she arrived in England in 1540 he decided he didn’t want to be 

married to her and divorced her soon after their wedding. 

Almost straight away Henry married his next wife Catherine Howard. She was very 

young and Henry by now was a lot older than her. She was in fact the younger cousin of 

Anne Boleyn! They were married for a short time before Henry decided that she wasn’t 

the wife for him. He thought she was disloyal and, like her cousin, she was executed in 

1542.

Henry’s last wife was Catherine Parr. They married in 1543. She was older and wiser 

than his previous wife and managed to keep Henry happy. He died in 1547. His son 

Edward became King Edward Vi after him.






