
History Week 3
Discovery!



Can you remember one of the things we 
thought Henry VIII would be most proud of 
today?



His Navy!
Henry Viii was born at a 
time of great discovery. 
Brave, intrepid sailors 
were exploring the oceans 
far and wide. They didn’t 
know what they would find.

This was all very expensive and 
they needed money. The 
richest people at the time 
were the kings and queens so 
sailors who wanted to go on 
voyages of discovery would go 
to the kings and queens of 
Europe and ask them to fund 
(pay for) the things they 
needed.



One of the most famous explorers of the 
age was Christopher Columbus.

He was a sailor, born in Genoa, which is in 
modern day Italy. He came from a very 
poor family who could not afford to send 
him to school. He wanted to be a sailor. 
To be a sailor he needed to understand 
mathematics, geography and astronomy 
so the ambitious, brave Columbus taught 
himself these skills. 



Lots of people in Europe 
loved the spices that came 
from China and the Far 
East. However, getting 
them was a challenge as 
they were so far away. 
Columbus thought that if 
he went west instead of 
east he would actually get 
there more quickly. 

Columbus needed money to pay for a voyage 
to see if he was right. He went to lots of 
people to get the money including Henry 
VIII’s father, Henry VII. He said “No!” 
Eventually Columbus was given the money by 
the King and Queen of Spain, Ferdinand and 
Isabella. They were the parents of Henry 
VIII’s first wife Catherine of Aragon.



Columbus set sail and in 1492 he reached land. He 
thought he was landing in the Far East but 
instead he had ‘discovered’ America! 

In fact, he had not discovered it as there were 
already people living there. We also now know 
that the Vikings had actually sailed there some 
500 years before.

Columbus’ voyage opened up America 
for the people of Europe to go and 
live there. The land was valuable and 
European settlers came to live there 
and eventually took over the land, 
claiming it for their own country.

Columbus died in 1506. He was honoured for his discoveries by Spain as he 
was buried in the Grand Cathedral in Seville. 



Tasks!! 

Please see activities and tasks, on Purple Mash, linked 
to Christopher Columbus. 


