
   

Weekly English 



   

Monday 8th June 2020  



   

  Look up this link all about subordinating 
conjunctions (Which is another way to say cause 
and effect conjunctions) 
 
Have a go at the quiz at the end.  

h"ps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zwwp8mn/ar7cles/zqk37p3	

LI: To be able to construct multi-
clause sentences with ‘cause’ and 
‘effect’ connectives.  



   

Have a go at writing three of your own 
sentences using ‘cause and effect’ 
conjunctions. 
Use the word list to help you… 
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LI: To identify the structural features of a range of 
scientific explanation texts.   
 
 
Steps to success: 
•  I know WMG (what makes good) for an explanation text 
•  I can name the features and say why they are important 
•  I know which are language features and which are 

structural features 
•  I can recognise these features in a piece of writing 



   

Read	this	
example	
explana7on	text.	
	
Which	features	
are	do	you	think	
are	important?	



   

  
Read	the	genre	
features	in	the	boxes	
down	the	side.	
	
How	many	examples	
can	you	spot?	
	
Annotate	the	text	
showing	where	these	
features	are.	



   

Read	the	genre	features	
in	the	boxes	down	the	
side.	
How	many	can	you	spot?	

Annotate	the	text	
showing	where	these	
features	are.	



   

  Now	lets	have	a	look	at	the	SPAG	
features	of	an	explana7on	text.	
	
The	text	is	colour	coded	to	help	
you	find	them!	



   

  How	many	did	you	spot?	



   
WMG	

What	Makes	Good	

Using	the	examples	from	the	previous	slides,	make	a	WMG	chart.	
Say	if	the	feature	are	language	(how	the	author	is	choosing	to	write)	or	
structural	(how	the	author	is	seTng	out	their	work)	

Linking	
words	and	
phrases	(L)	

Modal	verbs	(L)	

Diagrams	and	
images	with	
cap7ons	or	labels	(S)	

An	introduc7on	(S)	

You	can	copy	this	as	a	
star/ng	point…		

Your	task:	



   

Plenary:	

What	do	you	think	the	differences	and	similari7es	are	
between	explana7on	and	instruc7onal	texts?	

An	explana/on	is	a	type	of	non-fic0on	text	that	explains	a	
process	(such	as	how	something	works	or	why	something	
happens).	...	The	main	difference	between	them	is	that	
explana/ons	are	describing	something,	but	instruc/ons	
are	telling	someone	what	to	do.	



   

Tuesday 9th June 2020  



   

  
h"ps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ar7cles/
zn8c47h	
	

Click	on	the	link	below	
	to	watch	the	video!	
	
Try	ac7vity	one.		

LI: To use brackets to explain 
technical vocabulary.  
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LI: To evaluate the effectiveness of different explanation 
texts and explain why the writer has chosen to organise 
the text in a certain way.  
  
 
 
Steps to success: 
•  I can recognise the features used in an explanation text 
•  I can compare different style of presentation and layout 
•  I can say why I think the author has chosen to use certain 

features and layout  



   

  Read	and	compare	
these	2	
explana7ons.	
	
How	are	they	
similar	and	how	are	
they	different?	



   

  Remember	to	look	back	at	
your	WMG	to	help	you.	



   

Both	of	these	texts	begin	with	an	introduc7on,	although	neither	of	
them	have	a	clear	summary	to	end	with.	The	authors	use	a	range	
of	sentence	openers	to	build	cohesion	between	the	paragraphs	
but	only	the	second	explana7on	about	frogs,	clearly	uses	‘cause	
and	effect’	conjunc7ons	within	mul7-clause	sentences.		
The	wri7ng	about	moths	includes	images	of	moths	without	labels	
or	cap7ons,	whereas	the	explana7on	about	frogs	includes	a	cycle	
diagram,	although	this	also	is	without	labels	or	cap7ons.			

This	is	a	model	of	the	beginning	of	a	comparison	between	the	two	
explana7ons:	



   

Write a short comparison of two more explanations on 
the following slides. Use my example as a model.   



   

Example	1	



   

Example	2	



   

Plenary:	
	
Which	explana0on	do	you	think	is	the	beBer	one?		
Why?		



   

Wednesday 10th June 2020  



   

  

LI: To use the passive voice to create a 
formal tone.		

h"ps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ar7cles/
zbngrj6	
	

Clink	on	the	link	below	and	watch	the	two	video	clips.	
Complete	ac0vity	one	(very	short!)	
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LI: To organise information (notes) about life cycle onto 
a flow diagram.   
 
 
Steps to success: 
•  I can write a caption to match each image from a diagram 
•  I can link these captions with casual connectives or time 

connectives 
•  I can write using a range of sentence styles (longer, 

shorter, multi-clause) 
  



   

  

On	slide	17,	you	saw	an	explana7on	of	the	life	cycle	of	a	
frog.	The	diagram	had	no	labels	or	cap7ons.	A	really	good	
explana7on	would	include	these.		

Step	one	
An	adult	frog	lays	eggs	within	the	weeds	in	the	pond.	
These	jelly-like	structures	grow	bigger	and	bigger	un7l	the	
small	dot	has	become	a	7ny	tadpole	which	wriggles	out	of	
the	jelly	and	begins	to	swim.			

Step	two	
Over	a	few	
weeks,	the	
tadpole	grows	
longer	and	
stronger.	It	s7ll	
breathes	
through	gills	on	
the	side	of	it’s	
head.	

Step	three	
As	the	tadpole	grows,	it	begins	to	form	small	rear	legs.	Gradually,	it	
develops	lungs.	Once	the	lungs	has	grown,	the	tadpole	begins	to	
grow	it’s	front	legs.	

Step	four	
The	legs	on	the	
tadpole	con7nue	to	
grow	and	the	tail	
begins	to	shrink.	
The	tadpole	now	
looks	like	a	baby	
frog	and	is	known	as	
a	froglet.	
Once	the	froglet	is	
fully	able	to	breathe	
air,	it	will	leave	the	
pond	and	hibernate	
over	winter,	ready	
to	lay	eggs	the	
following	spring.	



   

Task:	
Read	the	informa7on	about	the	water	cycle	on	slide	21.	
Add	cap7ons	and	labels	to	the	diagram	to	help	explain	
the	water	cycle.		
How	many	steps	will	you	need?	



   

  
Plenary:	
	
How	does	the	use	of	a	flow	diagram	help	readers	to	
understand	an	explana7on?	
	
Can	you	always	use	a	diagram	to	support	an	
explana7on?	
Jus7fy	your	answer.	(ie:	give	examples)	



   

Thursday 11th June 2020  



   

LI: To illustrate a point using illustrating 
connectives.		

These	are	just	connec7ves	that	we	use	to	give	an	example	(illustrate!)	a	point	we	are	
making.	



   

In	your	wri7ng	from	yesterday,	where	could	you	use	an	
illustra7ve	connec7ve?	
	
Did	you	know	that	the	word	precipita7on	covers	a	range	
of	different	ways	water	falls	to	the	earth.		
Rain,	hail,	snow	and	sleet.	
Can	you	edit	your	wri7ng	to	include	these	forms?	You	
could	use	an	illustra7ve	connec7ve.	
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LI: To write a simple explanation and include annotated 
diagrams/photos and captions.   
 
 
Steps to success: 
•  Decide the order of the information in your diagram 
•  Write detailed captions to match each image 
•  Arrange these captions and images in a cyclic design 

and include arrows showing the direction to read it 
•  Add a title 
•  Add any additional notes 
 



   

  Here	is	some	informa7on	about	bees.		
What	order	do	you	think	these	pieces	of	
informa7on	should	go	it?	
How	would	you	lay	it	out?	



   

This	is	how	I	might	choose	to	display	this	informa7on	
as	part	of	a	life	cycle.	

The	queen	bee	
lays	7ny	eggs	in	
the	comb.	

The	eggs	hatch	into	larva	
which	are	fed	on	be	bread	
and	bee	milk	by	the	worker	
bees	who	look	aher	them.	

The	larva	spins	a	cocoon	
around	itself.	Inside	the	
cocoon,	a	transforma7on	
takes	place	and	the	bee	
grows	wings	and	legs/	

When	the	young	bee	is	
fully	formed,	it	chews	it’s	
way	out	of	the	cocoon	
and	is	ready	to	become	
part	of	the	bee	colony.		

The	bee	life	cycle	
tales	between	16	
and	24	days	to	
complete.	

The	life	cycle	of	
the	honey	bee.	



   

Your	task:	
	
Use	the	informa7on	about	a	bu"erfly	life	cycle,	to	
create	a	diagram	with	notes	as	a	simple	explana7on.		



   

  
Plenary:	
	
Read	through	your	cap7ons.		
Do	they	make	sense?	
Do	they	match	the	images?	
Are	there	any	pieces	of	informa7on	missing?	
	



   

Friday 12th June 2020  
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LI: To edit, improve and publish my writing. 
 
 
Steps to success: 
•  I have read through my writing to correct spelling and 

punctuation errors. 
•  I have edited my work to include technical language and 

expanded noun phrases (eg: chrysalis, tiny, light green 
eggs) 

•  I have used the passive voice to add formality to my writing 
•  I have included cause and effect connectives and illustrative 

connectives 
•  I have presented my writing with neat, joined and correctly 

formed letters 



   

  

each	0pe	of	Buterfly	has	a	par0culer	plant	on	which	it	like’s	to	
lay	its	eggs	
the	eggs	are	coverd	with	a	special	kind	of	glue	that	hardns	very	
quickly,	The	glue	keep’s	the	eggs	safe	from	(preeditors)	and	
stops	them	falling	of	the	Leeves	

You	can	see	which	words	are	incorrectly	spelt.	
(underlined	in	red)	
	

Edit	this	passage	for	spelling	and	punctua7on.	

I’ve	counted	17	changes	you	need	to	make!	

Now	correct	your	own	work	for	spelling	and	punctua7on.	



   

  
Correct	spelling	and	punctua0on:	

	
Each	type	of	buBerfly	has	a	par0cular	plant	on	which	it	
likes	to	lay	its	eggs.	
The	eggs	are	covered	with	a	special	kind	of	glue	that	
hardens	very	quickly.	The	glue	keeps	the	eggs	safe	from	
predators	and	stops	them	falling	of	the	leaves.	



   

  

eg:	The	caterpillar	makes	a	cover	of	silk	and	turns	into	a	
bu"erfly.	

When	the	caterpillar	is	fully	grown,	it	carefully	produces	a	small	
bu"on	of	silk,	which	is	used	to	fasten	its	body	to	the	underside	of	a	
green	leaf	or	small	twig.	The	caterpillar	is	ready	for	its	final	
transforma7on.	It	slowly	sheds	its	last	skin	and	reveals	a	new,	hard	
skin	that	is	known	as	a	chrysalis.	Within	this	specially	hardened	skin,	
the	caterpillar	slowly	metamorphoses	(changes	to	a	different	form)	
into	a	bu"erfly.		Emerging	from	it’s	cocoon,	is	a	very	different	
creature	to	the	one	that	entered	it.		

Becomes…	

Now	edit	your	wri7ng	for	language	
and	gramma7cal	features.		



   

  

Your	task:	

Edit,	correct	and	improve	your	work	for	all	the	features	
we	have	explored	so	far	this	week.	
When	you	are	sa7sfied,	published	your	finished	work	with	
all	the	correc7ons.	
(This	can	be	in	your	book	if	you	don’t	have	any	plan	
paper.)	
Include	drawings	and	arrows	in	the	final	piece.	


