
Guided Reading



We are continuing the reading of 
Street Child this week. 
The chapters are quite short, so 
we will look at a couple of 
chapters each day. 
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• Jim and his mother made slow progress because his mother was very ill and very tired. 
They also had nowhere to go to. 

• Trudging suggests the journey was long and difficult.
• People would leave prison, where-as people did not leave the workhouse. The 

workhouse was feared by the public and no one would go there from choice. 
• ‘The doors groaned to’, ‘long corridor, gloomy with candle shadow’, all the boys sat in 

silence’. The author uses phrases like this to create a dark, oppressively quiet and 
rather frightening place. Not a home. 

• The words tugged and jagged imply that Charlie was treated very roughly. The 
complete opposite of gentle.

• Jim learns that his mum had died. He must have felt devastated as he had been looking 
forward to seeing her and had hoped she would feel better soon. This also means that 
Jim is all alone in the world. 

Answers to chapter 4:
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Answers to chapter 5:

• Jim refused to cry in front of the adults and boys in the workhouse. He only 
wanted Rosie- a friendly face. I think he may have thought that others would 
see his tears as a sign of weakness and make fun of him. 

• Like a hunched bird of pray. This tells me that Joseph had a hunched back 
and his head was bent over, facing the ground. It also implies that Joseph 
was on the look out for weak and struggling boys. 

• The author likens life in the workhouse to a slow dance with the same steps 
being repeated over and over again. Always the same. 

• Joseph refuses to call the asylum people animals because his own mother is 
in there, and wants to be respectful. 

• Old, scary, quiet, thoughtful, lonely.
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Example answers to chapter 6:

• The window of the school room was painted black to stop children 
looking out. There is a large fire around which older ladies sit and chat 
and dry huge bed sheets for the wealthy houses in the area. There are 
large arches with words about God painted on them. The room was lit 
by candles.

• ‘If he got it wrong, Mr Barrack would swing the knotted end of the rope 
across the boy’s hand.’ (There are other sentences too, but I think this 
was a very clear example of how strict the teacher was.)

• ‘Tell Barrack Tip did it.’ Tip tried to make sure that Jim wouldn’t get the 
blame and be hurt by the teacher for doing something wrong. 

• The drum symbolised the boys anger at how they were treated in the 
workhouse. Tip shouted out amid the dreadful banging and noise, ‘I 
hate this place!’



Example answers to chapter 7:

• I think Jim had to force himself to remember the outside world, 
because there was nothing in the workhouse to remind of life outside 
and some people like Joseph had lived their wholes lives in the 
workhouse and didn’t know anything of how people lived outside.  Life 
was very regimented and the boys were kept busy, so they didn’t have 
time to reflect on how different their lives were now. Jim had to make a 
special effort to remember.

• Jim remembered a promise he’d made to himself when he first arrived 
that he’d leave the workhouse. He didn’t want to end up like old Joseph 
who had lived there all his life. After he’d been beaten by the school 
master, he made up his mind to go straight away. 

• A ‘bobby’ is the old slang name for a police constable. 
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Example answers to chapter 8:

✔

✔

✔

✔

Example answers to chapter 9:
• Huge, throbbing, noisy
• Jim was wearing clothes that marked him out as having lived in the workhouse. If he 

should be caught, he would be sent straight back to the workhouse. The other boy 
knew that would happen to him too if he wore Jim clothes and no one wanted to 
end up in the workhouse. 

• Jim recognised the area because of the fountain that his mum had rested near. He 
spotted the finch in its cage and knew he was in the correct road, and finally 
recognised the shoe scrapper shaped like a vicious dog by the side of the step to the 
big house where Rosie worked. 
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• Rosie was so shocked that she dropped the herring she was cooking and put 
her hand to her mouth.

Example answers to chapter 10.

• Judd and Rosie were dismissed from their jobs for keeping 
street children (Jim’s sisters) hidden in the kitchen.

• The author creates a warm and friendly atmosphere. The servants are 
kind and smile at him, the room is warm and he is well fed. Jim wants to 
stay with the, ‘winking cook and sweet smelling bread‘. This is a complete 
contrast to the workhouse which was cold, unfriendly and the food was 
poor. I think the author was very successful to create such a different 
atmosphere.

• Rosie was one of the people who had been kind to Jim, and had looked after his 
sisters. However, the cook who replaced Rosie was also kind to Jim- so much so, 
that Jim would have happily stayed with her. 



• Sobbed means the same as cried.
• ‘Pecked at his hand’, ‘opened her mouth wide’, ‘greedy bird’ and ‘greedy 

pecking mouth’.
• Both Rosie and Jim do not like their lives that are hard and without fun. They 

would both like to sail far away on a boat.
• Jim thinks Rosie’s bread is fine to eat, so he doesn’t believe when she says 

she was dismissed from her old job as a cook for not being a good cook. He 
thinks it was because she looked after his two sisters.

• Jim’s sisters might have been taken away as Rosie suggests. They could have 
been adopted by a rich family who couldn’t have children. They might have 
been taken to train as servants, or they might have been taken for a much 
worse life. At the end of this story, the author tells a bit about what 
happened to Jim’s sisters, but we will have to read that book to find out.

• Rosie’s story about Jim’s sisters reminds me a little of Cinderella, who was 
rescued by her fairy Godmother and went on to have a wonderful life. Happy 
ever after as in all traditional fairy tales.

Example answers to chapter 11.
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• Jim dances while people buy seafood from Rosie. When people ask him to dance 
for them, he says he will do but only if they buy the seafood. 

• Rosie was trying to do what she thought was right for Jim, even if it meant loosing 
him. She believed sending him to school was the best chance he had at a better 
life. She was quite upset and didn’t want Jim to see her sad so pushed him 
towards Betsy.

• On page 92 it tells us that Jim wanted to dance for the boys because they didn’t 
laugh often as there wasn’t much to laugh about. 

• Jim liked the red haired boy because he reminded him of Tips who’d been a good 
friend to him in the workhouse.

• Page 97 tells us that Nick was looking for a strong boy to help him. Nick was not 
kind to Jim as he kicked him awake and told him the sack was his blanket. It seems 
as if Jim will need the sack to keep him warm in his future home, and from Nicks 
name, Jim is likely to get very dirty. From the conversation between grandfather 
and Nick, it is clear he is looking for someone who will obey him and give him no 
trouble. Nick must live or regularly visit this area and had becomes friends with 
grandfather. 

Example answers to chapter 12



Example answers to chapter 13

• I think Jim will feel anxious about Nick and what work Nick has for him. Nick is grimy 
which means he works with soot or coal or something very dirty which is difficult to 
wash away. Nick doesn’t seem kind and doesn’t explain to Jim what is happening. He 
seems to have bought Jim and so will expect him to work hard. 

• The verbs in the previous chapter were skip, dance and caper. In chapter 13 the verbs 
are shovel, lift, pump, lumber, hobble. These words are all related to hard work with 
no fun. The earlier verbs are funny, cheerful and light hearted. Jim was enjoying his 
life with Rosie but not with Nick. 

• Grimy Nick’s dog is called Snipe. 
• On page 103, it tells us Jim’s throat was parched with coal dust and that ate his potato 

while it was hot enough to burn him. If he wasn’t so hungry, Jim would had let it cool 
before eating it. 

• The author wants us to dislike Grimy Nick. She does this by showing us that he gave 
meat to his dog on two occasions but didn’t share any with Jim. He hardly spoke to 
Jim all day. Nick tousled Snipes head but didn’t even tell Jim where he could sleep. 

• I think Jim is going to escape. I know we are only part way through the story so Jim 
must have several more ‘adventures’ to come. I also know he will meet up with the 
doctor called Barney because that is where the story starts. 


