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17th June 2020 



We will answer VIPER questions about this book.

Vocabulary: Developing your skills to use context clues and understand the meaning 
of unfamiliar words.
Inference: Making a conclusion based on evidence and reasoning.
Prediction: Using information and clues from the texts to make sensible guesses 
about the future.
Explanation: Describing the process of how something is done.
Retrieval: Identifying and recording details from the text.
Sequence and Summarise: Identifying and ordering the most important 
information in a text.

Remember: Write your answers in full sentences and add detail to your answers.

We are starting a new book called Kensuke’s Kingdom
by Michael Morpurgo. 



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

Here is the 
blurb from the 
book Kensuke’ 
Kingdom. 

What do you 
predict will 
happen in this 
book? 



Enjoy reading 
this chapter.
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These are the 
questions for you 

to answer:



Example Answers
Vocabulary:
• even she could not have foreseen…
• undisputed
• niggly
• completely dumbstruck
• A lot of timesInfer:

• They call themselves the ‘Mudlarks’ because the recreation ground where the children 
played football was very muddy and the ball often got stuck. A mudlark is someone who 
searches the mud along a riverbank to find treasures. It was as if the children found the 
treasure of the football in the mud.

• The letter was bad news because it told the family that the place where the mum and dad 
worked (the brickworks) was closing down so they would both loose their jobs. 

• Mum didn’t want to leave home because she had been born in that town, her family were 
there and Michael’s school was there. She had many memories of that place and was 
angry that dad was planning to move. 

• Mum agreed to go and see dad, as when she had spoken to him on the phone, dad 
sounded happy again, like he used to. She wanted to know why.

• The Peggy Sue is a forty-two foot Bowman yacht. 
• Gran was crying when they left, because she was both worried about their safety but also 

really wanted to join them so she could finally visit Australia and see koalas in the wild. 



Explain:
• Michael’s dad was embarrassed that his son had a job, 

whereas he could not find new work. This made him 
determined to do whatever he could to change  the 
situation and give a sense of purpose to their lives.

• Michael grew to respect his parents more as he realised just how determined they 
were to work hard, study hard and make a success of the adventure-even when 
they both found it difficult.  For example, when his mum was seasick, she never 
even showed a tremor of fear. 

Retrieve:
• Michael, the main character, was almost 12 when he was sworn to secrecy. (the night 

before his 12th birthday) 
• Dad calls Michael’s school ‘the monkey school’ because the children ‘gibbered and 

screeched and hung upside down on the climbing frame in the playground’.
• The dog was called Stella Artois.
• Michael’s dad planned to take books with them on the trip and that he and mum would 

both teach Michael, and Michael would also teach himself from the books. 

Summarise:
Michael retells the story of when his family decided to leave their home and prepared to sail 
around the world, after his mum and dad were made redundant.  (28 words)
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Now read chapter two.
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Example Answers:

Vocabulary:
• Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink.
• idle
• A talisman is something that brings you good luck.
• My mother was adamant.

Infer:
• Being dry wouldn’t last long because the family were sailing across the sea. The wet 

from rain, waves and sea spray would ensure that whatever was dry would soon 
become wet again.

• Michael might hope his mum and dad would forget about his homework  because 
he was really enjoying the adventure. He saw many different animals and 
experienced all kinds of weather. He didn’t want to study books, read and write 
when he could live and do such exciting things.

• Michael felt that they were the only people alive, when he looked up and saw all the 
stars in a huge, open sky  and knew the boat was in the wide sea with no land in 
sight. It felt as if they were totally alone.



Explain:
• Michael is happy that they brought Stella because 

she was a great comfort to them when anyone felt 
ill or scared. She would sit on their knee cuddling 
and being cuddled.

Retrieve:
• Stella’s presence was annoying as she ‘brought her smelly wetness with her 

everywhere’.  
• Michael has to find out and record all he could about every country they visited.
• Michael kept his private thoughts inside his ship’s log. 
• The log book is crinkled and yellowed because 10 or more years have passed 

since it was written.

Summarise:
Michael and his family sailed the Peggy Sue around the world, visiting different 
countries and experiencing good and bad weather. (20 words)
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Example Answers
Vocabulary:
• snappy
• tiff
• exiled
• ‘she was weak by now’ or ‘she was hardly paddling’ or ‘she was going under’ 
• ‘mad as hatters’ (from paper book) or ‘crazy as loons’ from text on ppt.

Infer:
• This chapter is called ‘Ship’s log’ as it is a record of the events on board the boat. A 

ship’s log is a legal record of events on board a ship, so this diary is a kind of log. 
• The family were not making 200 miles a day because the weather was so bad and the 

wind so strong, that the boat couldn’t sail quickly. They were lucky to make 50 miles 
a day.

• Michael is fed up with baked beans because they are eating a lot of them and it was 
getting boring-he wanted a change of diet. He also thinks the beans are the reason 
his mum keeps feeling ill.



• Michael sent a letter to Eddie when the boat docked at 
a port in the  Cape Verde Islands.

• Michael is sulking in the picture because he has to do 
his school work when he’d rather be helping to sail the 
boat. 

• Michael didn’t want his parents to know he was actually enjoying some parts of 
his homework in case they set him even more work.

• Michael’s mum cried when dad hugged her because she was so relieved that their dog 
had been rescued and no one had been hurt. 

• Michael believed that the football was a good luck charm and a link to his best friend 
which is why he felt so sad at loosing it.

Explain:
• Action parts of a story often use short sentences to give the reader a sense of urgency or 

speed to set of actions. Michael is often describing serious events, especially the rescue 
of Stella, so he uses short sentences. 

• Michael and his parents were really looking forward to seeing all the African animals and 
they could afford to stay there for a couple of weeks. 

• The distant uncle joke meant that the uncle was both a distant (not close) relative but 
also an uncle who lived few away. He was distant in two different ways.



Retrieve:
• The date and time of the first entry is September 20th 1987 at 5:00am. 
• They left Southampton on September 10th (ten days before the first log entry on 

September 20th). By the time the story reaches the end of chapter three it was 
July 28th, so that is around 10 and a half months.

• The doldrums would be bad because there is often no wind so the sailing boat 
can’t sail. 

• Michael called his football team the Mudlarks. 
• The Brazilian children could say ‘goal’ and ‘Manchester United’ in English.
• The family began to eat sardines when the baked beans ran out.
• The family stayed in Australia for nearly six weeks with their uncle. 
• Stella was on deck because she’d heard some singing and went to investigate. She 

barked at the strange noise.

Summarise:
• Michael visited a farm and saw lots of Australian wildlife. (10 words)
• Concerned and sad. (3 words)


