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If you haven’t already, you first need to create a showbie account.   
https://my.showbie.com/signup 
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Closed questions 

Closed questions have the following characteristics: 
 
-They give you facts.   
-They are easy to answer.  
-They are quick to answer.  
 
They usually start with Do or Is or Are 
e.g. Are you happy? 
Do you like custard? 
Is your friend noisy? 
 
They can usually only be answered with Yes or No 
 
Can you write 3 closed questions of your own? 

A closed question can be answered with either a single word or a short phrase. 
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Open questions 

Open questions have the following characteristics: 
 
-They ask the respondent to think and reflect.  
-They will give you opinions and feelings.  
-Open questions begin with words such as: what, why, how, describe. 
 
They usually start with Who What Why Where When How and 
sometimes,, Tell me about... 
 
Can you write 3 open questions of your own?  

An open question is likely to receive a long answer. 
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In Secrets of a Sun King, Tulip’s mother is a journalist writing a story about the 
discovery of the tomb in Egypt. 
Imagine you are a journalist hired to interview Lil and Tulip. 
Write a list of questions you’d ask them and write down answers that you’d 
imagine they would say. 
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How did the mummification process start? 

The first ancient Egyptians didn’t go through the long mummification 

process, they just buried people in small pits in the sand. The bodies 

dehydrated in the dry heat of the desert, preserving them naturally. 

The downside to this was the risk of the bodies being eaten by wild animals. 

You didn’t want to enter the afterlife with a half-eaten body after all. To 

stop this happening they started using coffins, but when the bodies weren’t 

lying on the sand they didn’t dehydrate so they decayed. 

By 3400BC they had developed the method they are famous for today. 
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What was the process? 

The body was taken to a place called the Beautiful House. It wasn’t as 

beautiful as the name suggests! 

The body was cleansed with palm 

wine and rinsed with water from the 

River Nile. 

Sometimes they would use a slatted 

bed on a slant. This would let fluids 

drain off and out of the body, and 

allow them to wrap the strips of linen 

around the body. 
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Organs 

A cut was made on the left side of the body and the organs removed to 

stop the body decomposing. 

The liver, lungs, intestines and stomach were washed, dried in natron and 

either wrapped in cloth to place in the body later or stored in canopic jars. 

The heart, responsible for intelligence and emotion, was left in the body as 

it was needed in the afterlife. 

Natron is a natural salt. 
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Canopic Jars 

The canopic jars had four different heads representing the four  

sons of Horus. 

Hapi 
Baboon headed 

God. Looked after 

the lungs. 

Imsety 
Huma headed  

God. Looked  

after the liver. 

Duamutee 
Jackal headed  

God. Looked  

after the stomach. 

Qebehsenuef 
Falcon headed 

God. Looked after  

the intestines. 
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The Brain 
The brain wasn’t thought to be important! A long hook was 

pushed up through the nose to smash the brain to pieces, 

then either pull it out or lift the body so the liquefied brain 

would drain out through the nose. 

This prevented them having to damage the head or the skull. 

Further Preservation 
Unless they were put in canopic jars, the dried 

organs would be replaces, or the body filled with 

sawdust, rags or leaves so it kept it’s shape. 

In order to preserve the skin it was coated in a 

resin made from plants. 

The body was now wrapped in strips of linen, 

hundreds of metres of it, up to twenty layers 

thick. This was an elaborate process. 
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The Mask of Anubis 
While the wrapping took place, a priest wearing a mask of 

Anubis would read out spells to ward off evil spirits and help the 

journey to the afterlife. Anubis was the jackal headed God of the 

dead. 

Mummia, a tar like paste, was used to ‘glue’ the wraps of linen 

together. This is where the term ‘mummy’ came from. 

A final piece of linen, the shroud, was placed over the body. 

A death mask, that looked like the person when they were alive, was 

made and put on top of the mummy so that their soul (Ba) could find 

them. 

The mummy is put in a wooden coffin. This wooden coffin might be 

put into another wooden coffin. Perhaps even another wooden coffin. 

These coffins would be elaborately decorated. The first coffin might be 

shaped and painted like a body. The box shaped outer coffin might have 

eyes painted on it so the person could see, a false door on the inside so 

the person could step out, and hieroglyphics on the outside. 

Egyptian Coffins 
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The final stage was to put the coffins into a sarcophagus (stone 

coffin) and place it in a tomb with valuable objects, food and 

drink for the journey to the afterlife. 

Task 
Can you remember the different stages of the mummification process? 
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Write a set of 
instructions on how 
to mummify a body. 
Use the slides to 
help you with the 
information.  
Remember to use 
the imperative 
(bossy) verb and 
adverbs. It must be 
in chronological 
order. 
 
E.G. Stuff 
Wrap carefully 
Remove 
Discard 
 
Firstly 
Next 
Before 
When 
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To plan to write in role using factual information from 
history. 

As you can see, much of the 
information in the story Secrets of a 
Sun King is factual.  

Read the information on Tutankhamen.  
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To plan to write in role using factual information from 
history. 
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To plan to write in role using factual information from history. 

Tomorrow, you are going to put yourself into the role of either Lil, 
Tulip or Oz. Imagine it is your last day in Egypt and you want to 
write to Grandad to share your adventures with him.  

Plan: To plan you need to list events you intend to include in 
chronological order. Use the information page and things you have 
learned from reading Secrets of a Sun King to help you. You will also 
need to add some personal opinions to create the informal voice. Fill 
in the table on the next page as your plan. 
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To plan to write in role using factual information from history. 
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You are going to put yourself into the role of Lil. Imagine it is your last day in Egypt and 
you want to write to Grandad to share your adventures with him. Make sure you include 
factual information like names, dates and events.  

To write in role using factual information from history. 

Openers 
Firstly 
To begin with 
When 
Later that day 
Excitedly, 
Out of the blue, 
A few moments later, 
Before 
Suddenly, 
After 
As 
Without warning,  
While 
Then 
Hurriedly, 

Historical vocabulary 
Archaeological dig 
Tutankhamen 
Papyrus 
Howard Carter 
Sarcophagus 
Canopic jars 
Preserved 
Linen 
Guards 
Sandstorm  
Lord and Lady Carnarvan 
Valley of the Kings 
Ancient artefacts 
Etchings 
Hieroglyphics 
Burial site  
 
  
 

Other useful vocabulary 
Swanky 
Elaborate 
Hazardous 
Grit 
Tomb raiders 
Intricate 
Delicate 
Treasures 
Glittering 
Vivid 
Crumbling 
Fragile  
Exhausting 
Exhilarating 
Frustrating 
  

Gods: 
Anubis 
Osiris 
Hapi 
Imsety 
Qebehsenuef 
Duamutee 
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You are going to put yourself into the role of Lil. Imagine it is your last day in Egypt and you want to 
write to Grandad to share your adventures with him. Make sure you include factual information like 
names, dates and events.  

To write in role using factual information from history. 

Part Model (do NOT copy!): 

Dear Grandad, 
          So much has happened I hardly know where to start! What I am about to tell you will 
sound almost unbelievable, but I promise you it is all true. I think I should start at the beginning... 
 When we arrived in Egypt, the swanky hotel that Tulip had booked didn’t have room for us, so 
guess where we ended up staying? On Howard Carter’s boat! Yes! THE Howard Carter (I think he was 
suspicious of us because Mrs Mendoza is a reporter and he wished to keep an eye on us). Not long after, 
Mrs Mendoza went off to some fancy cocktail party so Tulip, Oz and I decided to spring into action while 
we had the chance – I HAD to return Kyky’s (that’s Tutankhamen to you) heart to its rightful place to 
break the curse and save you. Yes, Grandad, you read that correctly, Professor Hanawati’s jar contained 
his HEART! 
 Anyway, we sneaked out of the area and headed towards the Valley of the Kings, determined to get 
there and complete our mission; however the curse had other ideas. First there was a sudden sand 
storm, it was horrendous, it felt like you couldn’t breath and ours eyes, noses and mouths were filled 
with grit and sand. Once that had passed, to our horror, Tulip had been stung by a scorpion: she could 
barely walk. Luckily, a local boy, who had 2 camels,  discovered us and, after giving us a thorough telling 
off, he agreed to help us by leading us and allowing us to ride his Camels. When we drew closer to the 
archaeological dig where the tomb lay, we spied torchlight in the distance and realised there were 
people about. It’s illegal to go to the tomb unless you have a permit so we had to sneak past and use an 
alternative route. 
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You are going to put yourself into the role of Lil. Imagine it is your 
last day in Egypt and you want to write to Grandad to share your 
adventures with him. Make sure you include factual information 
like names, dates and events.  
 
Don’t forget to use openers, vocabulary and punctuation to affect 
your reader – remember you are re-telling an adventure so make 
it exciting! 
 
Make sure you cover all the exciting events all the way up to and 
including the confrontation with Mr Carter about sneaking in the 
tomb. 

To write in role using factual information from history. 


