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Each week, the children will be provided with chapters of a book called ‘Room 13’. Each 
chapter has a set of questions that focus on the key skills need for understanding a text and 
are vital for transition to Secondary school. 
The year 6 children have been taught to use PEE – point – evidence – explain , as a strategy 
for certain types of question and should use this approach.
There are 3 sets of questions to answer and a book report for each week. These do not have 
to be completed in one session but should be finished by the end of the week.
If there are any questions, please post them to the class Showbie page, details for which are 
included in this week’s English file.

Guided Reading

The over-arching learning intentions for VIPERS are:

• Identify the narrative plot elements: orientation, complication, resolution 

• Express an opinion on the story 

• Compare plots of other stories read 

• Identify the theme of story

• Make a judgement on what they think the author could believe in 

• Discuss the characters and their actions 

• Identify the relationships of the characters 

• Identify personal voice 

• Compare and contrast characters from their actions
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Please remember 
inference, prediction, 
explanation and 
summarising answers 
need to be supported 
with evidence from the 
text using phrases like:
This tells me...
This infers...
Because I know that...
This implies that...
The text hints that...
This shows the reader...
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Please remember 
inference, 
prediction, 
explanation and 
summarising 
answers need to be 
supported with 
evidence from the 
text using phrases 
like:
This tells me...
This infers...
Because I know 
that...
This implies that...
The text hints 
that...
This shows the 
reader...

Precisely  how did the children slay the vampire,  in no more than 50 words.
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1. Who is the main character?
2. What year of school is she in?
3. Where are they going on a school trip? 
4. Why did Fliss go into the house?
5. What woke Fliss up from her nightmare?
6. Who is Fliss’s best friend?
7. Name the girl in Fliss’s class that no one really likes?
8. Which horror character supposedly lives in Whitby?
9. What does Lisa buy from the shop?
10. Which room’s door opened?
11. How did Fliss make sure she was in control of her feet?
12. What is the name of the hotel they are staying at?
13. What could they see outside the hotel, on a bench?

Understanding the whole story quiz: Try and answer the following questions from 
memory, without referring to the text! (You do not need to use full sentences for the quiz)

Part A
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1. What did Gary Bazzard buy from the shop?
2. What happens to the door on the corridor at the stroke of midnight?
3. What makes Fliss think that what she’d seen was real (think of the bathroom).
4. Ellie-May falls behind when they are out walking. Why does David Trotter say this 

might have happened?
5. Name all four children who sneak out and watch the corridor.
6. What is the name of the main male teacher on the trip?
7. Name one of the children that Fliss is sharing a bedroom with.
8. What happened in Chapter 13?
9. Why does Felicity get in trouble at breakfast?
10. Who does Mr Hepworth blame for the story about Ellie May? 
11. What is the name of the woman who sits outside the hotel?
12. What was strange about the way the door to Room 13 opened?
13. What did Felicity notice on Ellie May’s neck? 

Part B
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1. What four things were used to kill Dracula?
2. What is the name of the woman who sits outside the hotel?
3. What activity did all the children do on the last day, before they went to bed?
4. Sal said a phrase to Felicity that gave her a clue about the objects she would need to 

kill Dracula. It was three words. What was it?
5. What happens to the door on the corridor at the stroke of midnight?
6. Who goes into Room 13?
7. What did Ellie May give to Felicity at the end of the book?
8. What was the name of the lady who owned the hotel?
9. Where do the children return to?

Part C
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LI:  To express a personal opinion of a book or part of a book and 

use emotive language to influence the reader. 

Each week we would like the children to write a book review of a 
book they have read or are currently reading to share with their 
class. This is a nice way to keep up communication as a class as well 
as encouraging them to keep reading!
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LI:  To express a personal opinion of a book or part of a book and 

use emotive language to influence the reader. 

1. BEGIN WITH A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE BOOK
This is probably the best way to introduce any review because it gives context. But make sure to not go 
into too much detail. Keep it short.
2. PICK OUT THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE BOOK
Break this down with character, world-building, themes, and plot. This might vary between books, 
genres, and your tastes! Dedicate a paragraph to each of these important aspects, discussing how well 
the author dealt with it, along with what you enjoyed and what you didn’t enjoy.
3. INCLUDE BRIEF QUOTES AS EXAMPLES
Including quotes is always a great idea, because it gives examples for everything that you’re saying. If 
your review talks about a character being particularly witty, a witty line from the character lets your 
readers see exactly what kind of witty character you’re dealing with here. But be careful: lengthy 
quotes can take up big chunks of space and overpower your review. Short quotes will usually get your 
points across while letting your work shine through. 
4. WRITE A CONCLUSION THAT SUMMARISES EVERYTHING
Like your introduction, keep your conclusion short and sweet! It should bring up the main points of 
your review, along with your overall opinion of the book. (If you haven’t finished it, write your opinion 
of it so far.) 
5. FIND SIMILAR BOOKS
A great way to wrap up a review is to find similar books to the one you’re reviewing. Therefore you can 
say, “If you were a fan of X book, I think you’ll definitely like this one!” 
6. GIVE IT AN ‘OUT OF 5’ STAR RATING



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

LI:  To express a personal opinion of a book or part of a book and 

use emotive language to influence the reader. 

Book Review Me

My book review includes the title, the name of the author and the 

illustrator, with capital letters in the correct places.

I included my name and age (in brackets).

I used a question at the beginning to interest the reader.

I wrote a short summary of the main events in the story but did 

not include the ending.

I used adjectives to describe the main characters and powerful 

verbs to describe the action.

I used sentences with ‘because’ in them when giving my opinion

I gave my recommendation and a star rating or marks out of ten.

I used the first person (I, me, my).

I used the present tense.

Use this criteria to 
check your book 
review.
Now upload your 
review to Showbie or 
you can post it on the 
class display board on 
Purple Mash so others 
can read your opinion!



Examples of a book review
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I Capture the Castle
Review by Lauren W., Mensa in Georgia
Dodie Smith's novel I Capture the Castle is a journey through the mind of a young writer as she attempts to 
chronicle her daily life. Seventeen-year-old Cassandra Mortmain has recently learned to speed-write, and she 
decides to work on her writing skills by describing the actions and conversations of those around her.
Cassandra lives in a fourteenth-century English castle with an interesting cast of characters: her beautiful older 
sister, Rose; her rather unsociable author father and his second wife, artist-model Topaz; Stephen, the garden boy; 
a cat and a bull terrier; and sometimes her brother Thomas when he is home from school. One fateful day they 
make the acquaintance of the Cotton family, including the two sons, and a web of tangled relationships ensues.
While I definitely recommend this book to other readers, I would recommend it to older teenagers, mainly because 
it will resonate better with them. The writing is tame enough that younger teens could also read it, but most of the 
characters are adults or on the verge of adulthood. Older readers would take the most from it since they can not 
only relate, but they may also better pick up on and appreciate Cassandra's sometimes subtle humor.
Over the course of the novel, Cassandra undergoes a definite transformation from child to mature young adult, 
even though it's only over the course of several months. I love that I could see into her mindset and read exactly 
what she was feeling when she thought out situations. Her thoughts flowed well and moved the book along very 
quickly.
Cassandra's narrative voice is wonderful. She is serious at times, but also very witty, which makes for an engaging 
read. It feels absolutely real, as though I'm reading someone's actual journal. Sometimes I forget that I am reading 
a story and not a real-life account. Her emotions and the dialogue are so genuine, and they are spot-on for a 
seventeen-year-old girl in her situation.
Cassandra has many wonderful insights on life, on topics ranging from writing to faith to matters of the heart. I 
personally have had some of the same thoughts as Cassandra, except Ms. Smith was able to put them into words.
Capture the Castle should be essential reading for aspiring writers, those looking for historical fiction or romance, 
or anyone who loves reading amazing classic books. Dodie Smith is an exceptional writer, and I Capture the Castle 
is a book that will never become obsolete.
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Mapping the World 
Review by Umar A., age 10, Central New Jersey Mensa
Every day, people around the world use maps. Whether it is an airplane pilot or businessman, housewife or museum 
group, maps have always and will continue to provide useful information for all.
Mapping the World talks about the uses of maps, as well as how to differentiate between the type of map projection 
and type of map.
In this series, we travel to the past and learn about historical mapmakers, from Claudius Ptolemy (who stated the idea 
that the Earth is at the center of the universe) to Gerardus Mercator (who created one of the most widely used map 
projections) and more. This series goes into tremendous detail on the cartographer's life and maps. We then journey to 
the present era to learn about map projections and the diverse types of maps used today. You might ask, "What is the 
difference between the two? They sound the same to me." No map projection is perfect, because you cannot really 
flatten a sphere into a rectangle. An uncolored projection could be used in many ways. We could use it for population 
concentration, highways, land elevation, and so many other things!
For example, we could make a topographic map of the U.S., which shows land elevation. We could make it a colorful
map that shows the amount of pollution in different areas, or it could be a population map, or it could even be a map 
that shows the 50 states, their capitals and borders! Our last step in this amazing excursion is the near future, where 
we see some hypothetical solutions as to what maps will be used for. Currently, we are working on better virtual map 
technology.
Now, scientists have been able to put maps on phones. Back in the early 1900s, people had to lug a lot of maps around 
to find your way from place to place, or just keep asking for directions. Now, all the information is on a phone or global 
positioning system (GPS). It is amazing how much maps have changed technology and the world in this century.
The Mapping the World 8-book set goes into amazing levels of detail. It is a long read, but it gives an immense range 
and amount of information that you would not find in any other book or series on maps. The flowing way the chapters 
and books are organized makes it easy to link passages from different books in this series together. Mapping the World 
is a treasure box, filled with the seeds of cartography. Collect and plant them, and you soon will have the fruits of 
cartography, beneficial to those who want to be cartographers. Use this series to the utmost, then the fruits of 
mapping will be sweet for all who endeavor to succeed in cartography. 
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Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by JK Rowling written by Amanda White, age 11.

A delightful fantasy story full of magic, mystery and laughter. 
J.K. Rowling’s series began with the Philosopher’s Stone and The Chamber of Secrets continues the adventures of 
the young wizard Harry and his friends at Hogwarts.
The Chamber of Secrets begins, as did the Philosopher’s Stone, with Harry once again at home with the dreadful 
Dursleys. The Dursleys are, to put it mildly, unpleasant and the arrival of the house elf Dobby sets in motion a chain 
of events that ends with Harry, thanks in no small part to a flying car, happily back at Hogwarts. There are 
mysterious happenings at Hogwarts and Harry, assisted by his staunch friends Hermoine and Ron set about 
discovering the truth to the Chamber of Secrets and look for clues to help them understand the attacks on the 
children at the school.
All the ingredients that made The Philosopher’s Stone a much-loved success are once again here in abundance. 
This is a rich fantasy tale, fuelled by J.K. Rowling’s vivid imagination and full to the spine with magic, spells, 
companionship and humour. The humour, in particular, is once again rich in the narrative, a humour that will make 
both children and adults laugh at loud. Gilderoy Lockhart is a superb character that steals the spotlight from Harry 
and his friends on more than one occasion.
Cynics may say that the success of the first Harry Potter book made this success of The Chamber of Secrets 
inevitable. That would, however, be extremely unfair as this is a fine book in its own rights and deserves to be 
praised every bit as highly as the original. The Harry Potter series is a must read for all children as they are best 
enjoyed when the imagination is undimmed by age.
The Harry Potter series cannot lay claim to being the most original as J.K. Rowling has drawn on many influences 
within their construction. The lovely thing is that she pays homage to these influences in her own style and this has 
made her stories compellingly unique. The ability to completely immerse the reader in a fictional world and make 
it seem so real is her strongest card and her strong characterisation further enhances this. This is a much darker 
and adult themed book than its predecessor and this again is well played as the books mature along with Harry 
Potter. A delightful fantasy story full of magic, mystery and laughter.
I would rate Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets  5/5



Kidbrooke Park Primary School – Home Learning

Charlene age 13.
Jane Eyre's hidden story, this is not, as most of the events in this book are pretty ludicrous and 
unrealistic and it's highly unlikely this is what happened behind the scenes. Adele says it rightly at one 
point in the novel when she remarks that Jane is the one who sees things clearly. The novel is not totally 
from Adele's point of view, though, often a chapter is devoted to Grace, Mr. Rochester's, or Mrs. 
Fairfax's thoughts, and it was difficult to decide what was really happening with the characters with so 
many different viewpoints. Mrs. Fairfax for example thinks Mr. Rochester is really in love with Blanche 
and wanted to marry her instead of Jane, Adele thinks Mr. Rochester still loves Celine and would want 
her to come back, Mr. Rochester doesn't help by seeming to think about Celine often before and 
somewhat after he meets Jane. Grace is just in it for herself and is probably the most honest character in 
this story. 
This story just felt confusing and all over the place, and although at first I thought it was an interesting 
idea to tell the story from Adele's viewpoint, reading this story I realized she was really too young and 
couldn't have known much about what was happening. And her thoughts do not lend any cohesiveness 
to the story because she wallowsin her feelings so much. The author did have some interesting ideas 
and changes to the story of what went on behind Jane's back, and I did like how Adele grows as a 
character and realizes what a positive influence Jane has been on her life. The tone of the characters 
was also pretty well done - I didn't have too much of a problem with how the author painted them. The 
ending however kind of ruined the half-regard I was having for this story though. There was a pretty 
over the top twist that was truly unbelievable and ridiculous and disappointing since the story seemed 
headed towards a nice conclusion until it made a complete u-turn for crazy town. This is such an uneven 
story, that I can only think that die-hard Jane Eyre fans that need to read everything related to the 
original novel (like myself) would find any reason to read it.


