
Weekly English



Literacy week 
beginning 11th

May

Biographies



Useful websites for 
writing biographies.

• https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-biography-
and-autobiography

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articl
es/zgfhcj6

• https://www.literacywagoll.com/biographies.html

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-biography-and-autobiography
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2yycdm/articles/zgfhcj6
https://www.literacywagoll.com/biographies.html


Monday

Introduction



First, look back at all the 
notes that you wrote about 

Roald Dahl last week.



Tell someone in your house or flat all 
about Roald Dahl.



Today, your task is to write an introduction 
to your biography of Roald Dahl.

Wait a minute, what is 
an introduction?



An introduction introduces your subject to 
the reader. It needs a good hook to draw the 

reader in. It will also let the reader know 
what they will find out…

So, a wow fact and a 
list of topics…



Introductions:



Introductions:



Wow facts 
about Roald 
Dahl:

• Worlds most famous children’s author

• World War 2 fighter pilot

• He has sold over 250 million books 
across the planet



What we will 
write about 
Roald Dahl:

• Childhood

• Education

• Jobs

• Books he wrote

• Personal life



I’ll have a go…
A biography of Roald Dahl

Introduction

Did know that Roald Dahl sold over 250 million books around the globe, making him one of 
the most famous children’s authors in the world? In this biography, you will learn all about 
the books he wrote, his early life, the amazing jobs he had before he stared writing and his 
personal life. Hold onto your seat, the story of Roald Dahl is as exciting as one of his amazing 
books.

Can you see my 3 
sentences?



Your turn
A biography of Roald Dahl

Introduction

Have you written at 
least 3 sentences?

Possible sentence openers:

Did you know…?
In this Biography you will learn…

Roald Dahl is…
Read on to…



Tuesday
Write next section.



It is now time to write our early life and 
childhood paragraph.

Let’s look at a few 
examples…



Henry VIII

Early life and childhood

Prince Henry Tudor was born on the 28th of June 
(1491) in the English town of Greenwich, located in 
England. Interestingly, he was the second son of King 
Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth of York – their third child 
overall. He had an older brother, Arthur, and two sisters 
named Mary and Margaret. As he was not the first heir 
to the throne, Henry was educated to become a member 
of the clergy (A man of the church), which meant that he 
received an excellent education being fluent in four 
languages – English, Latin, French and Greek. However, 
this all changed when Henry reached the age of 10 as his 
older brother Arthur, died of an ear infection, which 
meant that Henry was to be the next King.

Mary Berry

Early life and childhood

Mary Berry was born on May 12th 1953 in Somerset, England, 

which she credits with contributing to her love of cooking 

because of her family’s huge and well equipped kitchen. Before 

attending the prestigious sports school of Milfield, she grew up 

with her parents and brother: Jonathan, Lucy and Steven. 

Originally, her mother taught Mary the many skills that have 

led to her daughter’s success, although her mother Lucy claims 

she is still the better cook! Interestingly, Mary enjoyed sports, 

history and more obviously, cooking. Throughout and in 

conjunction with her career at the BBC, Mary is now a multi-

millionaire with a successful empire of cookery books, 

television shows and sales of her cooking equipment.



What did you find out about 
Roald Dahl’s childhood? Look 

back through your notes…



Here are 
some facts I 
found:

• Born in Llandaff, Wales, on 13th September 1916 
to Norwegian parents

• Dahl was named after Roald Amundsen, the 
Norwegian who had been the first man to reach 
the South Pole just four years earlier.

• His early years were blighted by the tragic deaths 
of his older sister, Astri, and his father.

• His mother sent him to boarding school - first to 
St Peter's, Weston-super-Mare; then, in 1929, to 
Repton

• Pupils at Repton were invited to trial chocolate 
bars, a memory that stayed with Dahl 
throughout his life, inspiring Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory.

https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/about


Here is my 
attempt:

Roald Dahl was born in Llandaff, Wales, on 13th 
September 1916 . Both of his parents, Harald and 
Sofie, were Norwegian and they named their son 
after an explorer who had just reached the South 
Pole. Tragically, Roald’s Father and older sister, 
Astri, died and is mother took the decision to 
send the young boy to boarding school. 

The experiences at St Peter's, Weston-super-
Mare and later Repton School gave Roald many 
ideas for the stories he would later write. For 
example, the boys at Repton were invited trail 
chocolate bars, which later became the idea for 
the wonderful ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory’. 

Can you see how I 
have used the facts on 

the last slide?



Your turn to 
write the 
early life of 
Roald Dahl

• Remember to write in the past tense (these 
events have happened already.

• Try to include exciting facts to grip the 
reader.

Here are some possible sentence openers:

• Roald Dahl was born…

• Unfortunately…

• His mother sent him to…

• His school experiences helped him…



Wednesday
Next section



Next section 
– Jobs around 
the world 
(other titles 
are 
available…)

We need to continue our 
biography today by writing the 
next section – when Roald left 
school up to when he started 
writing books.



What jobs did Roald 
Dahl have after 
leaving school? 

Look back through your 
notes from last week…



Here are a few I found

• 1934 - Works for Shell oil in London

• 1938 – Shell send hm to work in East African office (Tanzania)

• 1939 – WW2 starts – goes to Nairobi (Kenya) and joins RAF (Royal Air 
Force)

• 1940 – plane crash

• 1942 – Works in the British embassy in Washington DC, USA



Here is my 
attempt:

Jobs Around the world

After leaving school in 1934, Roald started 
working for the Shell Oil company in London. He 
obviously did well because in 1938 they sent him 
to work in the East African office in Tanzania. 
While there, in 1939, world war 2 started and 
Roald travelled to Nairobi, Kenya, and joined the 
Royal Air Force (RAF). As a fighter pilot, he was 
involved in many battles, but in 1940 he was shot 
down in the desert and had many injuries. 

As he could not fly anymore, Roald was sent to 
Washington DC to work at the British Embassy. It 
was while in the USA that he started writing 
books.

Can you see how I 
have used the facts on 

the last slide?



Your turn…

Some key words and sentence openers:

• Shell oil company

• East Africa, Tanzania, Nairobi, Kenya

• World War 2

• Royal Air Force (RAF)

• Pilot

• Crash

• Washington DC

• Embassy

After school…

Went to work at…

While working in Africa…

During one battle…

Because of his injuries,…

It was while in Washington 
that…



Thursday
Write a section of Biography



What is Roald 
Dahl famous 
for?



Yes, writing children’s books

What books did he 
write?





• During the 1960’s, Roald Dahl started writing children’s stories. His first 
famous book was ‘James and the Giant Peach’. This was followed by 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ and ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’. Although 
these books where written nearly 60 years ago, they still engage 
children today with their humour, fantasy and strange language. 

• The 1970’s brought us ‘Danny the Champion of the world’ and ‘The 
Enormous Crocodile’ as well as many others. During this time, some of 
the books where made int films, such as ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory’.

• All through the 1980’s and 90’s, Roald kept on writing classics, such as 
‘The Twits’, ‘The BFG’, ‘The Witches’, and ‘Matilda’. Each book is 
completely different with great original ideas. The common theme is 
always being funny, silly and adventurous.

• In total, Roald Dahl wrote 21 children’s books which continue to be 
read all around the world.

My turn:



• Remember to separate this section 
into time order.

• Look back at what books he wrote 
and pick some that you have read or 
that you know.

• Explain why his books are so good 
that they are read all around the 
world.

Your turn:

During the 1960’s…
In the 1970’s…
Into the 1980’s and 90’s…
The reason Roald Dahl books are some popular is…



Friday

Orally tell a Biography



And breath ☺

Go through your written work 
for this week and make sure 
that you have all the full stops, 
capital letters, comma and 
question marks that you need.

Now read you whole work out 
to a family member or friend 
that you can phone.


